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Academics: 
Staying on Track



Todayõs Agenda
ÅOverview of Graduation 

Requirements

Å Declaring Major, Minor or IM 
Cluster/Themed Inquiry

ÅGeneral Education Program

Å Four -Year Academic Planning

Å Advising at Chapman

Å Transfer Credits

Å Program Evaluation

Å Things to Consider/Potential 
Obstacles

ÅQ & A



Chapman University ðBachelorõs Degree

Minimum 120 credits required



The Major
Å Major requirements (including number 

of units and sequencing of courses) 
vary greatly between colleges and 
departments 

Å 120 credits minimum for degree

Å Need 30 credits per year to graduate 
in four years 

Å Up to 9 credits of the major can be 
shared with GE

Å Consult with an AAC and faculty 
program advisor EARLY in the 
decision-making process

Å Major requirements are listed in online 
catalog and program evaluation

ÅUse studentôs catalog year

http://www.chapman.edu/academics/course-catalogs/


Å Any undeclared students?

AAC is home for undeclared students

ÅMust declare through the Registrarõs 
Office by end of term in which student 
earns 60 credits

Every addition of a major requires a 
signature

Some majors require a separate 
application process prior to 
acceptance

Å Policy also applies to IM Cluster/Themed 
Inquiry or minor

Å Failure to comply with policy will result 
in registration hold 

Å Change of Major/Minor form available via 
Registrarõs website

Å Cannot change major during registration 
period

Declaring the Major

https://www.chapman.edu/students/academic-resources/registrar/student-services/forms.aspx


How to Pick a College Minor or Cluster/Themed Inquiry

Å Minors range from 18-30 credits

Å Minors provide an opportunity to:

Å Explore a different field

Å Pursue an interest (Dance)

Å Compliment the major

Å Choose a minor that compliments the major

Å Example:  Psych major w/Art minor ïArt 
Therapist

Å Changed major,  but still enjoy the courses?

Å Check to see if first choice major is also offered 
as a minor

· Some minors require an application (Example: all 
minors in Dodge College)

· 6 credits from minor can be shared with GE

Å List of current minors available on Chapman website

Å Can instead complete an InterMultidisciplinary 
Cluster/Themed Inquiry or Honors Program



General Education (GE) Program
ÅFlexible and personalized (45-46 credits)

ÅStudents can select GE courses that meet their educational, career and 
personal goals

ÅDesigned to be spread over four years

ÅMany upper division course options for junior and seniors

ÅOnly GE required in the first year is the First Year Foundations Course (FFC 100)



Faculty program advisor 

Å Sequence of  Major requirements

Å Course availability

Å Recommendations on major electives, minor or IM 

cluster/Themed Inquiry that compliments major

ÅWhen to study abroad? (depends on major)

Å Mentoring in the field, internship/research 

opportunities, etc.

AAC Advisor 

Å General Education 

Å Overall graduation requirements

Å Credit totals

Å Selecting GE courses is most 

flexible part of  4yr plan

Four-Year Academic Plan: 
The Roadmap to Graduation

Student ownership in developing plan is key

Fully understand major and minor requirements

Need to work with AAC and faculty program advisors

Recommend completing by sophomore year

Can review sample plans on Advising Portal


