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The Art of Memoir 

Memoir is a literary genre that has grown significantly 

both in popularity and in scrutiny in recent years.  The 

line between recounting fact and creative storytelling is 

often blurred, and is only fueled by society’s growing 

desire for the dysfunctional and the fantastic.  By 

looking at what defines a memoir, what it takes to 

write a memoir, and using my personal experience in 

trying my own hand at writing memoir, I explored what 

issues make this genre so difficult to grapple with. 

 


