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Disclaimer 

The Chapman Law Courier is a publication of Chapman University, 

Dale E. Fowler School of Law. Columns and signed editorials do not 

necessarily reflect the opinions of Chapman University, Dale E. 

Fowler School of Law or its affiliates. 

 

Letters to the Editor 

Readers are encouraged to respond to the articles appearing in The 

Courier. Comments and/or submissions may be sent to 

thechapmanlawcourier@gmail.com. Submissions must include the 

author’s name and contact information. There is no guarantee a 

submission will be included in an issue and may be edited for clarity, 

accuracy, and brevity if needed. 

Read online at: http://thechapmanlawcourier.com/ 

 

Editor’s Note  
 

“All great achievements require time.” 
Maya Angelou 

 
We decided to try something a little bit different this 
time! This issue is centered on getting our law 
students acquainted with some of the student 
organizations that Chapman has to offer. Please note 
that all of the organizations were not able to prepare 
an article to be published. For a full list of ALL of the 
student organizations, please visit 
www.chapman.edu/law and click on Student 
Resources, which will take you to the Student 
Organizations page. Thank you to all the student 
organizations who participated in writing articles for 
this issue! 
 
We have spoken with numerous students about how 
to increase involvement in student organizations, and 
have gotten some interesting feedback – one of them 
being that students just don’t know enough about the 
organizations. With this issue, my goal was to open 
our students’ eyes to some options on how to spend 
time outside of class. Student organizations give us 
something extra to talk about during interviews, and 
you never know when getting involved may lead to a 
job in the future!  

Susie Grigoryan (’16), Editor-in-Chief  

http://www.chapman.edu/law
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The Chapman Women Lawyers Association (CWLA) was formed in 2006. Its mission is to promote the education 

and advancement of women in law by: (1) providing support through networking and mentoring opportunities; (2) 

developing resources and strategies to be successful law students and practicing attorneys; (3) providing a forum for 

students, alumnae, faculty, and female professionals to discuss the issues and challenges women face in their careers; 

(4) offering activities that build awareness of women in leadership positions; (5) sponsoring social and professional 

activities. 

 

On February 22nd, CWLA hosted its first event of spring semester, “A Day in the Life: Balancing Work, Family, 

and Life as a Female Attorney.” Dean Kacer moderated a panel with four awesome female attorneys: Merit 

Albaiady, Senior Corporate Counsel at CoreLogic, Inc.; Pamela Anderson, Corporate Counsel at Niagara Bottling, 

LLC; Nikole M. Kingston, O’Melveny & Myers LLP; and Susan Myers, Director Legal Department, Hyundai 

Capital America. The panelists spoke about their time at Chapman Law, their career path to becoming corporate 

law attorneys, and their tips on how to balance school, work, and family. 

 

During the spring semester, CWLA will also continue its “Lunch with a Faculty Member” series where students can 

get to know their accomplished Chapman Law professors and get their tips on how to approach law school and a 

legal career as a woman. Prior faculty members include Professor Marisa Cianciarulo, who teaches Civil Procedure, 

Refugee Law, and oversees the Family Protection Clinic.  

 

CWLA is always looking for new members! If you are interested, please join the “Chapman Women Lawyers 

Association” TWEN page to get more information on our meetings, events, and executive board positions. 

Everyone interested in advancement of women is welcome, and yes, men, that includes you too. 

 

- Alexa Stephenson (’16) 

Chapman Women  

Lawyers Association 

From left to right (in both photos): Merit Albaiady (Senior Corporate Counsel at CoreLogic, Inc.); Nikole Kingston (O’Melveny & Myers LLP); Pamela 
Anderson (Corporate Counsel at Niagra Bottling, LLC); Susan Myers (Director of Legal Department, Hyundai Capital America).  
Source: Alexa Stephenson, President of CWLA 
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What is PILF? 

Chapman University Dale E. Fowler School of Law’s Public Interest Law Foundation (PILF) is an organization 

dedicated to creating new and innovative opportunities for law students to engage in critically needed public interest 

work. PILF supports and promotes public interest work by funding law students who dedicate their time to serving 

our community. We support Fowler Law students through summer grants so they can serve in unpaid/volunteer 

positions in the public interest field. PILF grants have helped students work at Legal Aid, Public Law Center, 

Veterans Aid, Elder Law Cortese, Family Crisis Center, California Public Utilities Commission, Mediation Centers, 

Public Defenders offices, District Attorney offices and many more public interest areas.  

 

The PILF Mission 

PILF believes that everyone should have access to competent legal counsel regardless of economic status. PILF 

works to innovatively promote and support public interest legal work by educating, encouraging, and providing 

financial support for law students to consider and explore careers and pro bono opportunities in public interest law 

during law school and beyond.  

 

Donate a Day of Your Pay Campaign 

This year PILF has taken a new approach to our fundraising needs and has launched the Donate a Day of Your Pay 

campaign. All of the proceeds raised from this campaign go to helping students work in all areas of public interest. 

We are hoping that this switch in our fundraising technique will significantly increase the amount of scholarships we 

can provide this summer!  

 

 “As a summer 2015 PILF Scholarship recipient, I worked for the ACLU of 

Southern California. The scholarship afforded me the opportunity to take an unpaid 

internship with an organization that I deeply admire while honing my legal skills in 

novel areas of the law. During my time at the ACLU, my primary case involved the 

defense of a client’s procedural due process rights against a gang inunction. I 

researched legal issues for motions, wrote separate statements and evidentiary 

objections, participated in moot practice for upcoming hearings, and attended court 

proceedings. It was an honor to work for an organization like the ACLU and to be 

mentored by the gifted legal minds employed therewith.” 

--Noell Rice (JD ’17) 
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PILF 2016 Honoree Reception 

PILF will be hosting a reception honoring Ashleigh Aitken with the PILF Award for Excellence in Public Service 

and Kathy Forbath Esfahani with the M. Katherin Baird Darmer Commitment to Public Service Award. This 

reception will take place Thursday, April 7, 2016 at Andrei’s Conscious Cuisine & Cocktails in Irvine. The evening is 

a semi-formal event complete with appetizers and entertainment and is $30 per guest.  

 

- Ashley Nijinski (’16) 

 

 

The Federalist Society for Law & Public Policy Studies is a 

national organization of conservative and libertarian legal 

students, practitioners, judges, and academics. The 

Federalist Society is founded on the core principles that the 

state exists to preserve freedom and individual liberty, that 

the separation of powers within our government is central 

to the United States Constitution, and that it is emphatically 

the role of the judiciary to say what the law is, not what it 

should be. We are a non-partisan organization that does not 

endorse particular policies or candidates, instead seeking 

only to achieve better understanding through the exchange 

of ideas on campus. Members can join the Law Student Division of the national organization, and can continue as 

members of the Lawyer’s Division after graduation. 

 

Our events have covered such legal topics as the scope of the Second 

Amendment, competing theories of judicial review, applicability of 

international law in the United States, and the implementation and 

regulation of drone technology. This year we have hosted such 

prominent speakers as Ilya Shapiro of the Cato Institute, Clark Neily of 

the Institute for Justice, and Former Congressman Bob Barr. We have 

also held informal events for our members off of campus, such as our 

“Pizza and Profs” lunches with Chapman Professors John Eastman and 

Donald Kochan. We also seek to provide networking opportunities 

with the chapters of other local law schools and the Orange County 

lawyer’s chapter. 

 

- Jeremy Talcott (’16) 

The Federalist Society 

for Law & Public Studies 

Photo of Ilya Shapiro (of the Cato Institute) at the Federalist 

Society event on August 25, 2015. Source: Richard Pham 

Photo of the Federalist Society event on August 25, 

2015. Source: Richard Pham 
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The Chapman Law Review is a 

student-run scholarly journal at 

Chapman University Dale E. 

Fowler School of Law. The 

primary purpose of the journal is 

to serve as an academic forum for 

legal scholarship, publishing 

articles by professors, 

practitioners, and experts in the 

legal field on pressing legal issues. 

It also offers its members 

opportunities to develop their own writing and editing skills. 

 

All management, editorial, and publication control is vested in the student members. Based on academic 

performance in their first year, students are automatically offered staff positions or are invited to participate in the 

summer write-on competition. The Editorial Board is then selected from within the membership ranks based on 

their leadership, diligence, and demonstrated service to the journal.  

 

The journal published its first issue in 1998 and has consistently published every year since that time. Each year, 

Chapman Law Review publishes 2–3 issues, filled with pieces from outside authors as well as the best notes and 

comments written by students during their second year. Typically, an issue will concentrate on a specific area of law. 

Volume 19 will feature one issue focused on direct democracy, as well as one issue on cybersecurity. 

 

In addition to publishing its print issues, Chapman Law Review manages CLR Online, a website that provides digital 

copies of all of Law Review's articles, archives of symposia webcasts, Law Review news, new online articles, and 

much more. Every spring semester Chapman Law Review hosts a symposium which brings together noted scholars to 

discuss far-reaching legal questions. This year’s symposium, “Cyber Wars: Navigating the Responsibilities for the 

Public and Private Sectors,” took place on January 29, 2016. For a recap of the events, you can visit: 

https://www.chapman.edu/law/publications/chapman-law-review/annual-symposium/2016-symposium.aspx. 

- Rachel Greenberg (’16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapman Law Review 

2015-2016 Board of Editors 
 
Editor-in-Chief: Rachel Greenberg 
Managing Editor: Trevor Sullivan  
Production Editor: John Evans 
Senior Articles Editors: Thomas Mann, Andrew Still, & 
Jeremy Talcott  
Senior Submissions & Online Editor: Daniel Ferguson 
Senior Symposium Editor: Alexa Stephenson 
Senior Notes and Comments Editor: Jade McKenzie 
Articles Editors: William Antisdale, Ashley Daniel, Tristan 
Espinosa, Nathan Grosch, Charles Henninger, Lindsay 
Niles, Hanna Ramsey, Michelle Rivers, & Heidi Stryker 

Recently Elected 
2016–2017 Board of Editors 

 
Editor-in-Chief: Amanda Thyden 
Managing Editor: Michelle Rivers 
Production Editor: Regina Zernay 
Senior Articles Editors: Joy Diaz, William Migler, & Austin 
Phillips  
Senior Submissions & Online Editor: Sayuri Espinosa 
Senior Symposium Editor: Kathryn Harrold 
Senior Notes and Comments Editor: Eleni Watts 
Articles Editors: A.J. Jahanian, Kurt Ketchum, Kevin 
Oveisi, & Kerry Pollizi 

Photo of Chapman Law Review (Current Editorial Board and Recently Elected Editorial Board). 
Source: McKenna Waterhouse. 
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The Alternative Dispute Resolution (“ADR”) Competition Team offers 

students the opportunity to develop negotiation, mediation, and 

lawyering skills by participating in simulated legal negotiations, 

mediations, and law office consultations. The skills that you will 

develop through the ADR competition team are relevant for any 

practice area, regardless of whether you are interested in litigation or 

transactional law! 

 

Members of ADR work closely with fellow classmates and faculty 

advisors while preparing for competition and have the opportunity to 

travel while competing in both national and international competitions. 

Students may receive one unit of class credit for every ADR 

competition in which they compete. 

 

The ADR team has a history of tremendous success in competitions. 

Most recently, one team took second place in the Tulane Professional 

Football Negotiation Competition in New Orleans, Louisiana, while 

two Chapman teams swept the ABA Client Counseling Competition in 

San Francisco, California, taking both first and second place! In March, 

we will be sending three teams to compete in the ABA International 

Mediation Competition in Chicago, Illinois. 

 

Tryouts take place during the beginning of the Fall semester of each 

academic year, so if you are interested in joining the ADR competition 

team during your 2L or 3L year, look out for information regarding 

tryouts in the Fall of 2016! 

- Jade McKenzie (’16) 

Alternative Dispute Resolution 

“ADR” Competition Team 

Interested in advertising in the 
 

? 
We give discounted rates for Chapman Law School organizations and alumni! 

Please contact Ryan Yabko at yabko100@mail.chapman.edu. 

ABA Client Counseling Competition in San Francisco. 
From left to right: Professor David Dowling, Jatin 
Patel ’16, Amanda Thyden ’17, Julia Pavel ’16, Kyle 
Hindin ’16, and Professor Nancy Shultz.  
Source unknown. 

Tulane Professional Football Negotiation Competition 
in New Orleans. From left to right: Ashley Daniel ’16 
and Jeff Farano ’16. Source unknown. 
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Chapman’s Jewish Law Students Association (JLSA) is a group whose purpose is to unite Jewish law students of all 

backgrounds for social, religious, and educational activities. The group attends to Jewish student concerns at the law 

school. One of the primary goals of the organization is to serve as a resource for information about Judaism and 

Jewish activities in Orange County. We are a liaison to pro bono, public 

interest, and networking opportunities within the Jewish community. 

 

In the recent years, JLSA has partnered with the Jewish Grad Student 

Initiative to offer its members opportunities to network with students 

and professionals across Southern California. The group regularly holds 

“lunch and learn” events featuring practitioners from different areas of 

the law, tries to host at least one Orange County Shabbat dinner during 

the semester, and is continuing to expand the social opportunities it can 

offer to its members. While JLSA hosts a number of its own events, it also encourages and informs its members of 

opportunities for Jewish young adults in the Orange County area, making them aware of different programs and 

events taking place.  

 

JLSA is looking toward to hosting Israeli Supreme Court Justice Salim Joubran on April 5, 2016. We hope that you 

will join us! 

 

For more information about the club, visit our Facebook page or email chapman.jlsa@gmail.com. 

 

- Rachel Greenberg (’16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapman JLSA 
Chapman University Jewish Law Students Association 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

“LUNCH AND LEARN” 
WITH 

ISRAELI SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 

SALIM JOUBRAN 
 

 
APRIL 5, 2016 
ROOM 237A 

12 P.M. 

Photo of a JLSA general meeting. Source unknown. 

Photo from the Jewish Grad Student Initiative’s Partners Summit, a 
networking event for the leadership of different JLSA chapters in 

southern California. Source: Jewish Grad Student Initiative. 
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Various studies have shown that tax attorneys are the happiest attorneys. In a profession that deals with so much 

contention and heartache, tax is a refreshing area that is both challenging and interesting. Tax Law Society seeks to 

expose students to information, professionals, and organizations that are involved with tax 

law.  

 

The purpose of this organization is to promote and encourage the study of taxation 

law and to develop a strong relationship with the business and legal community. Tax 

Law Society accomplishes this by holding meetings every semester, and bringing in 

various speakers to inform us of their involvement within the field. The organization 

also promotes the Tax Law Emphasis Program, and the Tax Law Clinic. The Tax 

Law Clinic is the oldest clinical program at Fowler School of Law, and offers both trial 

and appellate tax clinic opportunities.  

 

Tax law issues arise among a number of other areas of law, including family law, estate planning, international law, 

and business law, just to name a few. Many employers, such as EY, PwC, and even the IRS, have hired Chapman 

Law students who have been vigorously involved in the Tax Law Society. 

- Ryan Yabko (’16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Diversity Initiative provides two forums for stakeholders, practitioners, and academics to collaboratively 

discuss barriers and solutions to social justice issues: (1) an annual Social Justice Symposium and (2) an online 

publication! 

 

Our goals are that the symposium and subsequent online publication will: (1) foster coalitions for positive change in 

the practice of law in Orange County and the wider legal community; (2) provide a resource for practitioners 

litigating or lobbying on the issues addressed, and (3) foster ties between the Chapman University Dale E. Fowler 

School of Law community and Orange County practitioners, academics, and community leaders who are involved 

in matters of social justice and diversity in the law. 

 

The Diversity Initiative seeks articles from stakeholders, practitioners, policy makers, academics, judges, lawyers, 

political leaders and other experts. Submission of these articles may address ANY area of diversity and social justice. 

After acceptance, the editors will work with the author to prepare the article for publication.  

 

 

Tax Law Society 
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Online Publication: 

Our online publication goes live April 15, 2016. 

 

The Diversity Initiative Symposium and Publication, titled “Blinded Justice: A Discussion About Whether the Legal 

System Values and Protects Diverse Communities” was held on March 3, 2016. Both legal practitioners and social 

activists were invited to discuss unequal justice in three substantive areas of law, addressing how diverse 

communities are impacted, wars they are responding, and exploring legal and policy solutions.   

- Carol Rugh (’16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animal Law Society is dedicated to improving the lives of animals. We fundraise for animal shelters and engage in 

local political action that supports animal rights. The activities of Animal Law Society include: hosting speakers, 

debates, and conferences on current issues in animal law; carrying out research projects for lawyers and 

organizations involved in animal-related litigation; networking with students at other law schools who are pursuing 

interests in animal law; volunteering time with animal charities in the community; and conducting educational events 

on campus. 

 

This year we are fundraising for a no-kill animal shelter in Orange County. Last year we raised over $500 for 

petprojectfoundation.org and we raised over $100 for Guide Dogs of America and Red Equine Bucket. Special 

thanks to all of the faculty, students and friends who have helped us fundraise. 

 

Also, this semester we hosted a lecture, featuring practitioners in the field of Animal Law. Our luncheon featured 

Suzanna Harmon, former CAL president and Chapman law graduate class of 2014.  

- Carol Rugh (’16) 

 

 

 

Chapman Animal Law Society 

Diversity Initiative panelists discuss the immigration and asylum process.  
Source: Chapman Law Blog, by Sherri Godfrey 
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The Human Rights Law Society was surprisingly founded very recently in year 2015. Human Rights is a broad topic, 

so there are many approaches that can be taken with this organization. Thus far, the Human Rights Law Society has 

focused on understanding how law students define human rights because there are a number of ways to define it. In 

the end though, students generally view human rights as the practice of helping people in any way. This can include 

employment law, immigration law, and more.  

 

The goal of the Human Rights Law Society is to try to cover 

as many areas of law as possible. To achieve this, the 

organization recently held a lunch-time panel discussion on 

Thursday, March 24, 2016 at noon. There were four 

speakers: (1) Attorney Rabia El-Hage, a Supervisory Asylum 

Officer working for the Department of Homeland Security, 

(2) Judge Gassia Apkarian of Orange County Superior 

Court, (3) Orange County District Attorney Bradley 

Schoenleben, and (4) our very own Professor Michael 

Bazyler.  

 

During the lunch-time panel, the attorneys addressed the 

following questions: (1) What does human rights mean to you? (2) What kind of work have you done connected to 

human rights? and (3) What was your main source of income when you were doing human rights work?  

 

We had an amazing turnout with 35 students in attendance! All of the panelists had some incredible stories of 

difficult situations they had faced in the past where their decisions directly affected people’s lives. After the panel, all 

of the students had an opportunity to network with the attorneys. We hope to hold similar panel events in the 

future! 

- Susie Grigoryan (’16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Human Rights Law Society 

From left to right: Jennifer Neufeld, Susie Grigoryan, Attorney Rabia El-Hage, 
Judge Gassia Apkarian, District Attorney Bradley Schoenleben, William 
Bgdoian, and Monika Juszli 
 
Source: Susie Grigoryan, President of Human Rights Law Society 










