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Chapman Survey of American Fears, 2020/20211 

 

WAVE 7 TOP 10 FEARS BY PARTY AFFILIATION: 

 
Summary: 9 out of the 10 top fears show statistically significant differences across party 

affiliation. In nearly all the top fears, the percentage of Independents responding very afraid or 

afraid lie between that of Republican and Democrats.  

 

Analysis shows that Democrats were more afraid of people they love dying, widespread civil 

unrest, a loved one contracting the Coronavirus (COVID-19), people they love becoming 

seriously ill, a pandemic or major epidemic, cyber-terrorism, and pollution of oceans, rivers, and 

lakes while Republicans seemed to be more afraid of corrupt government officials and 

economic/financial collapse. There was no statistical difference between the groups regarding 

fear of biological warfare. 

 

Some of the starkest differences across party lines were seen in fears related to 

Pandemic/COVID-19 contraction (A 37.5 percentage point difference across Republican and 

Democrat being very afraid or afraid of people they love becoming seriously ill, a 34.9 

percentage point difference across the two parties responding very afraid or afraid of a loved one 

contracting the Coronavirus, and a 37.9 percentage point difference across the two parties in 

being very afraid or afraid of a major pandemic/epidemic was found). 

 

While the significance of the difference in fears surrounding COVID-19 is extremely apparent 

across political parties, the overall starkest difference seems to be fear surrounding pollution. 

The percentage of Democrats who are very afraid or afraid of pollution of oceans, rivers, and 

lakes was 38.4 percentage points higher than Republicans who responded the same way. 

 

Differences of Very Afraid and Afraid percentages amongst Party Affiliations are shown below 

for the top 10 fears. Full cross-tabulation tables are included afterwards. 

 

1. Corrupt Government Officials (80.2%) Q21b 

Chi-square=25.79 p=.001 Gamma=.162 

 

Very Afraid or Afraid 

Republican: 84.6% 

Independent: 78.6% 

Democrat: 77.8% 

 

2. People I love Dying (57.0%) Q10d 

Chi-square=84.73 p=.000 Gamma=-.335 

 

 
1 Because the survey was fielded at the start of 2021 (Jan 5th to 15th), we have used 2020/2021 in the title. 

 
 



Very Afraid or Afraid 

Republican: 41.4% 

Independent: 57.6% 

Democrat: 69.9% 

 

3. Widespread Civil Unrest (56.9%) Q16n 

Chi-square=22.36 p=.001 Gamma=-.154 

 

Very Afraid or Afraid 

Republican: 52.3% 

Independent: 53.00% 

Democrat: 64.3% 

 

4. A Loved One Contracting the Coronavirus (COVID-19) (56.8%) Q28b 

Chi-square=105.69 p=.000 Gamma=-.364 

 

Very Afraid or Afraid 

Republican: 37.7% 

Independent: 57.3% 

Democrat: 72.6% 

 

5. People I Love Becoming Seriously Ill (56.4%) Q10b 

Chi-square=111.21 p=.000 Gamma=-.390 

 

Very Afraid or Afraid 

Republican: 36.4% 

Independent: 56.0% 

Democrat: 73.9% 

 

6. A Pandemic or a Major Epidemic (55.4%) Q16m 

Chi-square=120.11 p=.000 Gamma=-.400 

 

Very Afraid or Afraid 

Republican: 35.1% 

Independent: 54.9% 

Democrat: 73% 

 

7. Economic/Financial Collapse (54.3%) Q16L 

Chi-square=24.54 p=.002 Gamma=-.030 

 

Very Afraid or Afraid 

Republican: 58.3% 

Independent: 47.0% 

Democrat: 57.3% 

 

8. Cyber-Terrorism (50.6%) Q15c 



Chi-square=23.75 p=.001 Gamma=-.146 

 

Very Afraid or Afraid 

Republican: 43.7% 

Independent: 47.3% 

Democrat: 59.3% 

 

9. Pollution of Oceans, Rivers, and Lakes (50.2%) Q13c 

Chi-square=137.44 p=.000 Gamma=-.402 

 

Very Afraid or Afraid 

Republican: 26.7% 

Independent: 56.2% 

Democrat: 65.1% 

 

10. Biological Warfare (49.1%) Q16r 

Chi-square=10.40 p=.238 Gamma=-.080 

 

Very Afraid or Afraid 

Republican: 42.8% 

Independent: 49.7% 

Democrat: 53.1% 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 





 


