
 
 
 
 

I. Call to Order 
a. Roll Call 

i. Absent: Alyssa Nowlen, Brandon Ptasznik, Erin Mason, & Courtney 
Wong  

b. Approval of Minutes  
i. Motion- Alysa Buckler 

ii. Second- Saba Amid  
iii. Unanimous 

c. Approval of Agenda 
i. Motion- Maytal Sarafian 

ii. Second- Lisa Kang  
iii. Unanimous 

d. Address Guests 
II. Old Business 

III. Committee Reports 
a. University and Academic Affairs Committee 

i. Courtney Wong: Succulent & Sustainability for Earth Week was a 
success. 105 succulents were handed out to students. Students listed what 
they wanted to see regarding sustainability. Sustainability meeting this 
Friday 

ii. Alyssa Nowlen: Health Prevention and Education Week is this week; Day 
One – Focus: STD. Handed out over 100 condoms. Day Two – Focus: 
UTI 

iii. Saba Amid: Scheduled a meeting with Director of the Cross Cultural 
Center to discuss a commuter refrigerator and making the CCC a space for 
commuters. Emailing Jamie Gutierrez about Pie Your Senator event  

iv. Ansley Wong: Started drafting Dead Week proposal 
b. Diversity Affairs Committee 

i. Jackie Palacios: Has been in contact with Eric Cameron and Molly, our 
director of PR in order to collaborate on a new series of social media posts 
advertising vegan/vegetarian/gluten free currently available on campus in 
a positive light. Has been attending the Ethnic Studies Planning meetings 
and is looking forward to supporting them in any way we can.  

ii. Brandon Ptasznik: Has been in contact with Krista about the Dodge 
Diversity Panel for next semester. Will email Julie Gorzik for information 
on the dodge diversity planning committee. 

iii. Erin Mason: Still working on a way to increase student involvement and 
awareness of different clubs events and meeting times.  

iv. Regina Bryant: Has been in contact with the Center Theatre Group and 
Professor Benitz in order to help organize a cover letter/resume writing 
workshop for COPA students. Unfortunately, the Center Theatre Group is 
booked until the end of the semester but she is hoping to be reelected and 
help plan this event for the fall. 

c. Community Outreach Committee 



i. Maytal Sarafian: Chapman Dog Day; Forwarding all forms from OC 
Resources to Kayla. Kosher Food; Met with Dr. Gilsterns and Rabbi to 
talk about Kosher food options 

ii. Alysa Buckler: Chapman Dog Day, Forwarded all forms to Kayla. 
Received gift basket from Center for Undergraduate Excellence 

iii. Lisa Kang: Chapman Dog Day, Contacted Facilities about stage, 
Followed-up with Wimberley Bluegrass Band, Checked-in with UPB 
about marketing materials. Ethnic Studies Summit, Invited Erin Pullin to 
facilitate Asian American Studies summit, Followed-up with panelists on 
parking information.  

d. Allocations Committee 
i. Alex Ballard: The Wilkinson College Career Advisor full-time position 

was finalized and will begin in the fall semester. Continuing to conduct 
research into the career preparation/education centers of other universities 
in order to propose new programs/resources to the Career and Professional 
Development leadership team at a meeting on April 26th. 

ii. Matthew Ghan: Working with the school of communication advisory 
board on multiple projects. 

iii. Wil Harris: Working with Chapman EME to get them funding for their 
equipment. Also working with Vice President Tabsh to see if SafeRide can 
run on Sundays. 

iv. Tyler Brooks: This week I worked with Senator Nowlen on Student 
Health Education and Prevention by promoting the current resources on 
campus pertaining to STIs and UTIs. Also, worked with 

v. Ansley Wong to spread awareness about Earth Week to discuss with 
students current sustainability initiatives and gauge student input on 
potential ideas. 

vi. Antonio De Pinho: Met with Eric Cameron to discuss mobile ordering at 
Starbucks, and will continue working with him and others to coordinate 
moving forward on this initiative. 

e. Executive Council  
i. Mitchell Rosenberg: Met with the President Struppa, the Provost, and 

others to discuss the future of the fitness center.  
ii. Sarah Tabsh: Sent out the transition notes document to all of you to fill 

out.  
iii. Corey Snyder: Set the deadline for check requests to be turned in. 

Fellowships are available in AF303.  
f. Outside Committee 

IV. New Business 
a. Budget Reallocation 

i. Wil Harris: Corey emailed me earlier today letting me know that he had 
overestimated the amount needed for fellowships this year. He was still 
going off the numbers from when Senate had 29 senators instead of the 16. 
So we have $10,000 to be reallocated. He recommended to allocate $6,000 
to Student Org and $4,000 to Co-Sponsorship.  

ii. Motion to approve reallocation- Maytal Sarafian  
1. Second- Saba Amid 
2. Unanimous Approval  

b. Funding Request: Department of Theatre (Co-Sponsorship)  



i. Total Requested: $3,385 
ii. The Department of Theatre holds an annual end-of-year awards gala each 

spring to commemorate the performances and contributions to the year’s 
theatrical season, and to recognize the hard word put in by students. This 
is a tradition that the Department of Theatre has been partaking in for 
decades, bringing together all majors, grades, staff, and faculty. The event 
is a chance to celebrate the Theatre Department community and 
accomplishments, as well as a way to send off seniors. Gala (as it referred 
to) consists of a reception, seated dinner, cocktail hour for those of age, 
awards ceremony, performances, and dancing. This year, Gala will be held 
May 11 at 4:00 p.m., on the Performer’s Court adjacent to the Musco 
Center for the Arts. 

iii. Mitchell Rosenberg: Can you weigh the balance and explain how much 
this is a student focused event vs a faculty event? 

1. Representative #1: This is a completely student-focused event, all 
of the awards given during the event are given to students. It’s an 
opportunity for faculty to honor the students.  

iv. Sarah Tabsh: You say that you have this event every year and my question 
is why don’t you make this a part of your budget instead of finding outside 
sources? 

1. Representative #2 (Chair of Theatre Department): The truth is we 
have always gotten funding from SGA, the Provost, and through 
ticket sales. The reality is that the department simply doesn’t have 
the money to cover this event, we only have a finite amount of 
money for the whole year. We used to have the event at the Hilton 
near Disneyland and costs used to be cheaper but since we have 
moved it to be on campus, the price has gone up. There is a lot of 
things we have cut out of the budget that we requested. So now we 
are only requesting $3385.  

v. Alexander Ballard: I just have a question on what you are requesting, you 
say you only need $3385 but your request is over $7000 

1. Representative #2: Yes, we really got the cost down, we cut out the 
lighting and part of the catering budget.  

vi. Sarah Tabsh: You know this event is taking place every year, so why don’t 
you host it according to what you have budgeted, why do you come to 
SGA for that?  

1. Representative #1: Our catering budget is for the maximum 
amount of people that could attend, but not necessarily of what it 
will actually cost. That’s why we send you a budget of the highest 
amount it could be.  

vii. Jackie Palacios: For transparency’s sake, when I saw the Allocations 
Report and it said recommend to deny, I sent them a copy of it and let 
them know the situation and if they could come to us today with a lower 
budget.  

viii. Saba Amid: I have two questions, the first one is that do you charge 
students or just faculty? 

1. Representative #1: Students and Faculty 
2. Saba Amid: Okay so for my follow up question is that you know 

this event is taking place every year and so why don’t you take the 



extra effort to do some fundraising early on instead of being 
dependent on ticket sales and other departments 

3. Representative #2: That’s a good question, I guess we could do 
some early fundraising but we have always managed to put it 
together using the money we get from C.A.S.T, the Provost and 
SGA.  

ix. Tyler Brooks: My only concern was the bar aspect of the event, is any of 
this money you are requesting go to the bar? 

1. Representative: No this budget does not reflect the bar costs, this 
only reflects non-alcoholic drinks.  

x. Ansley Wong: This is a great event however, my only concern with it is 
that most departments fund their own senior nights and most departments 
don’t offer the cash bar or have the lavish components that this event has. 
So that’s my main issue with funding this event because I think it can be 
simplified. 

1. Representative #2: What do you think here is lavish? 
2. Ansley Wong: Paying for the bar.  
3. Representative #2: This request is not paying for the bar, for the 

third time, it is not paying for the bar. 
4. Ansley Wong: I completely understand that, but that budget that 

you have presented here can be completely taken care of the cost 
of the event if you were to take out the bar component.  

5. Representative: It says drinks, but it’s non-alcoholic drinks. A cash 
bar means people pay for it if they want a drink. There is nothing 
that’s lavish about it, it’s really bare bones and we just want to 
celebrate the students. I have a question for somebody, isn’t this 
what you guys do? Fund student events? I’m very confused as to 
what is happening here.  

xi. Mitchell Rosenberg: It’s our job to ask questions and I want you to 
remember that when you say things like “It’s the third time I’ve said that”. 
It’s our job so please take a step back, show respect for the body that was 
elected to do this. When things like this comes to us at the end of the year, 
our budget is dwindling and we always work on a first come first serve 
basis. So your question about if this is our job, I don’t know exactly what 
you mean because if you’re asking if we support students, then yes that is 
our job. I support this event but what I don’t support is this weird tension 
that is happening right now that I have never experienced. So I would like 
everyone to take a step back and go back to the beginning when we heard 
the wonderful speech about this event and how it serves the students. If we 
can somehow go back to that respectful point in the conversation then I 
will be happy to support this event. However, if we keep going down this 
route of disrespect I will encourage them to vote no. So, we are going to 
ask questions, I hope you answer them, please let us do our job.  

xii. Alexander Ballard: Just to clarify, where would the funding that we would 
be providing go towards? 

1. Representative #1: It would go to the remaining cost of the Sodexo 
request in order to cover what isn’t covered by the funding 
provided by the Provost.  



xiii. Saba Amid: I do think that we should fund this because the original 
number was not something I was comfortable with but now that they have 
cut down the costs, it is really helpful and more reasonable. It shows that 
they put in the effort.  

xiv. Maytal Sarafian: My only concern would be the fact that SGA is not a 
bank, and our goal is to make organizations be more self-sufficient. 

xv. Regina Bryant: Just going back to the comment before where they really 
have tried to bring the costs down. Every year they are trying to make it be 
a reasonable amount as well as making it a great event.  

xvi. Motion to fund in partial $3,385- Maytal Sarafian 
1. Second- Alysa Buckler 
2. Approve-7 Oppose-1 Abstain-3 

c. Chapman Dog Day 
i. Next Saturday April 28th 11-2pm Aitken Arts Plaza 

ii. Purpose 
1. To engage with the Chapman and Orange community 
2. To share initiatives and hopes for next year to students and 

community members 
3. To establish potential partnership with vendors for future events or 

projects 
4. To allow students to destress before finals 

iii. It was a collaboration between UPB, Office of Community Relations, and 
SGA  

V. Open Forum 
a. What is SGA? Video 

i. New promotional video to show what SGA is to the student body.  
VI. Announcements 

VII. Adjournment  
a. Motion- Wil Harris 
b. Second- Jackie Palacios 
c. Unanimous  

 


