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* Experience mental health issues.
* Lose time from work. 

1 in 8 employed stalking victims lose time 
from work.

* Relocate. 1 in 7 stalking victims move.

Baum, K., Catalano, S., Rand, M. (2009).  Stalking Victimization in the United States. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics. 

Blaauw, E., Arensman, E., Winkel, F.W., Freeve, A., & Sheridan, L. (2002). The Toll of Stalking. Journal of Interpersonal Violence 17(1): 50-63.

Many stalking victims:



* Stalking often co-occurs with physical assault and 
sexual violence, including rape.

* 20% of stalkers use weapons to threaten or harm 
victims.

* 76% of intimate partner femicides included 
stalking in the year prior.

McFarlane, J., Campbell, J.C., Wilt, S., Ulrich, Y., & Xu, X. (1999.) Stalking and Intimate Partner Femicide. Homicide Studies 3 (4), 300-316.

Mohandie, K., Meloy, J.R., McGowan, M.G., & Williams, J. (2006).  The RECON Typology of Stalking: Reliability and Validity Based upon a 
Large Sample of North American Stalkers. Journal of Forensic Sciences, 51 (1), 147-155. 





Stalking is one of 
the few crimes 
where early 
intervention can 
prevent violence and 
death.



Less than 40% of 
stalking victims report to 

law enforcement.

Baum, K., Catalano, S., Rand, M. (2009).  Stalking Victimization in the United States. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
Retrieved from https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/ovw/legacy/2012/08/15/bjs-stalking-rpt.pdf.



Domestic Violence Crimes Study

* 1785 cases of domestic violence
* 298 involve stalking (1 in 6)

How many cases were charged as stalking?

Tjaden, P. & Thoennes, N. (2001). Stalking: Its Role in Serious Domestic Violence Cases, Executive Summary. Center for 
Policy Research: Denver, CO. Retrieved from https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/187346.pdf. 



Understanding Stalking





A pattern of behavior 
directed at a specific 
person that would cause a 
reasonable person to feel

for the person’s safety 
or the safety of others; or suffer 
substantial emotional distress.



Clery Act: Stalking

Engaging in a course of conduct directed at a 
specific person that would cause a reasonable 
person to (1) Fear for the person's safety or the safety 
of others; or (2) Suffer substantial emotional distress.



A pattern of behavior…

* Not a single incident or 
“one off” event

* Called a “course of 
conduct” in most statutes



…directed at a specific person…



...that would cause a 
reasonable person to 
feel

for their safety or the safety of others; 
or suffer substantial emotional distress.









Context

* Something may be 
frightening to the victim 
but not to you

* Stalking behaviors often 
have specific meanings

* Stalking criminalizes 
otherwise 
non-criminal behavior





Victim Reaction: Is it Fear?





Local Statutes



OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2903.211 
MENACING BY STALKING.

(1) No person by engaging in a pattern of conduct shall 
knowingly cause another person to believe that the offender will 
cause physical harm to the other person or a family or household 
member of the other person or cause mental distress to the 
other person or a family or household member of the other 
person. 

…the other person’s belief or mental distress may be based on 
words or conduct of the offender that are directed at or identify 
a corporation, association, or other organization that employs 
the other person or to which the other person belongs.

FIRST DEGREE MISDEMEANOR



OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2903.211 
MENACING BY STALKING.
(2) No person, through the use of any form of written 
communication or any electronic method of remotely 
transferring information, including, but not limited to, 
any computer, computer network, computer program, 
computer system, or telecommunication device shall 
post a message or use any intentionally written or 
verbal graphic gesture with purpose to…violate the 
section

FIRST DEGREE MISDEMEANOR



(a)The offender previously 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to a 
stalking violation

(b)…offender made a threat of 
physical harm to or against the 
victim, or a third person induced 
by the offender’s posted message 
did so

(c) offender trespassed on the 
land or premises where the victim 
lives, is employed, or attends 
school, or…a third person induced 
by the offender’s posted message 
did so

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2903.211 MENACING 
BY STALKING.
FOURTH DEGREE FELONY IF STALKING AND (PARAPHRASED):

(d) The victim of the offense is a 
minor

(e) The offender has a history of 
violence or other violent acts 
toward the victim or any other 
person

(f) offender had a deadly weapon 
on or about the offender’s person 
or under the offender’s control



(g) the offender was the subject of a protection order…regardless of 
whether the person to be protected under the order is the victim of 
the offense or another person.

(h) offender caused serious physical harm to the premises at which 
the victim resides, to the real property on which that premises is 
located, or to any personal property located on that premises, or…a 
third person did so

(i) Prior to committing the offense, the offender had been 
determined to represent a substantial risk of physical harm to others 
as manifested by evidence of then-recent homicidal or other violent 
behavior, evidence of then-recent threats that placed another in 
reasonable fear of violent behavior and serious physical harm, or 
other evidence of then-present dangerousness.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2903.211 MENACING 
BY STALKING.
FOURTH DEGREE FELONY IF STALKING AND (PARAPHRASED):



(3) If the victim of the offense is an officer or employee of a public 
children services agency or a private child placing agency and the 
offense relates to the officer’s or employee’s performance or 
anticipated performance of official responsibilities or duties, 
menacing by stalking is either a felony of the fifth degree or, if the 
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to an 
offense of violence, the victim of that prior offense was an officer or 
employee of a public children services agency or private child placing 
agency, and that prior offense related to the officer’s or employee’s 
performance or anticipated performance of official responsibilities or 
duties, a felony of the fourth degree.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2903.211 MENACING 
BY STALKING.



Warning / Notice to Respondent

* Use language “you are making 
the victim afraid”

* Get response from respondent
* Record the warning when 

possible
* Document the warning / no-

contact letters



Expressing Desire for No Contact
* “I am not interested in having a relationship with you. 

Do not contact me ever again. Do not call, stop by, text, 
or contact me in any way whatsoever.” 

* “I do not want you to contact me in any way. If you 
continue to do so – or if you are on my property, or 
follow me – I will call the police.”

* “I am ending this relationship. I am not going to change 
my mind. Do not contact me again. I do not want to 
have any communication with you, in any form. If you 
try to contact me, I will call the police/take legal 
action.”



Stalking Prevalence and Behavior









Image Results for “Stalking”





College Victim/Offender Relationships

Recognize, 
Not Friend

31%

Current IP
14% Former IP

33%

Classmate
18%

Friend
25%

Cantor, D., et al. (2020). Report on the AAU Climate Survey on Sexual Assault and Sexual Misconduct. Westat. 



Understanding Stalking:
Stalking Behaviors



“

“I know it sounds 
crazy, but…”















Potential Relevant Charges: OH
* 2903.22 Menacing.
* 2905.11 Extortion.
* 2905.12 Coercion.
* 2907.08 Voyeurism.
* 2909.05 Vandalism.
* 2909.07 Criminal mischief.
* 2911.13 Breaking and entering.
* 2911.21 Criminal trespass.
* 2913.02 Theft.
* 2913.04 Unauthorized use of 

property - computer, cable, or 
telecommunication property.

* 2913.49 Identity fraud.
* 2917.21 Telecommunications 

harassment.
* 2917.211 Dissemination of 

image of another person.
* 2919.27 Violating protection 

order.
* 2921.04 Intimidation of 

attorney, victim or witness
* 2927.12 Ethnic intimidation.



Changing Behaviors
* 78% of stalkers use more 

than one means of 
approach

* 66% of stalkers pursue 
their victim at least once 
per week

Mohandie, K., Meloy, J.R., McGowan, M.G., & Williams, J. (2006).  The RECON Typology of Stalking: Reliability and Validity Based upon a Large 
Sample of North American Stalkers. Journal of Forensic Sciences, 51 (1), 147-155. 



Co-Victimizations:
Stalking, Intimate Partner Violence, 

and Sexual Violence



Adapted from the Duluth Model Domestic Abuse 
Intervention Project’s Power and Control Wheel



Point When Stalking Occurs

Tjaden, P. & Thoennes, N. (1998). Stalking in America: Findings from the national violence against women survey (NCJ#169592). Washington, DC: 
National Institute of Justice Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Retrieved from https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles/169592.pdf.



IP Stalkers pose the greatest threats 
to their victims, on average – WHY?



Relationships, Violence, & Threats

% Intimate Acquaintance Private 
Stranger

Public 
Figure

Presence of 
Threats

83 66 50 18

Presence of 
Violence

74 50 36 2

Mohandie, K., Meloy, J.R., McGowan, M.G., & Williams, J. (2006).  The RECON Typology of Stalking: Reliability and Validity Based upon a Large 
Sample of North American Stalkers. Journal of Forensic Sciences, 51 (1), 147-155. 







Study of Women with Protective Orders
Women who were abused and stalked experienced 
significantly higher rates of the following than 
women who were abused but not stalked:

* Verbal abuse, degradation, jealousy and control
* Serious threats
* Moderate and severe physical violence
* Sexual violence and sexual assault
* Threats to kill and threats with a weapon
* Being beat up, attacks with a weapon and injury

Logan, T.K., Shannon, L., & Cole, J. (2007). Stalking Victimization in the Context of Intimate Partner Violence.Violence Vict. 22 (6), 669-683. 





Top 10 risk factors for 
intimate partner homicide

Risk for male perpetrated
& female IPH victimization

1) Direct access to guns 11-fold increase in risk of IPH
2) Threated victim with a weapon 7-fold increase in risk
3) Non-fatal strangulation 7-fold increase in risk
4) Perpetrated rape/forced sex 5-fold increase in risk
5) Controlling behaviors 6-fold increase in risk
6) Threated to harm the victim 4-fold increase in risk
7) Abused victim while pregnant 4-fold increase in risk

8) Perpetrated stalking 3-fold increase in risk of IPH
9) Jealousy 2-fold increase in risk
10) Substance abuse 2-fold increase in risk

Spencer, C.M. & Stith, S.M. (2018). Risk Factors for Male Perpetration and Female Victimization of Intimate Partner Homicide: A 
Meta-Analysis. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 21(3): 527-540. 

Stalking is a Lethality Risk



Intersections of Stalking & Sexual 
Assault

Stalker threatens/plans to sexually assault the 
victim.

Stalker attempts to get someone else to assault 
the victim.

Stalker sexually assaults the victim.

Stalker contacts victim after sexual assault. 





Why Name Stalking?



The Use of Technology to Stalk



Technology does not cause stalking.
Stalkers cause stalking.





Should Victims “Just Log Off”?



Possibility of Escalation

“…the victim’s attempts to 
distance themselves from 
their stalker actually 
frustrate or anger the stalker, 
leading to an increase in the 
physical threat to their 
lives.”

Quinn-Evans, L., Keatley, D.A., Arntfield, M., & Sheridan, L. (2019). A Behavior Sequence Analysis of Victims’ Accounts of Stalking Behaviors. 
Journal of Interpersonal Violence 00(0): 1-19.  



Spoofing - Demo



Spoofing





Spoofing: What You May Hear
* “Numbers I don’t recognize call and harass me”
* “I keep getting hang-up calls from random numbers”
* “It shows up as my mom, but it is the offender calling”
* “I know it’s the offender even if it doesn’t sound like 

him/her”
* “I blocked the offender but he/she just keeps changing 

their number”
* “My friends are saying I called them, but I didn’t!”



Evidence with a SpoofCard

* Phone records from: victim, “friend”, and suspect
* Victim’s records show “friend” called
* Friend’s records show no call
* Suspect’s records show a call to SpoofCard

* Call the number and record
* Financial records of suspect



Location Tracking





Air Tags









Evidence with AirTags

* Serial number is unique to each AirTag
* Serial number is on physical device, but will not show 

up on phone
* Contact lawenforcement@apple.com to check device 

registration
* Check financial records of suspect
* Contextual evidence









SnapMap



SnapChat Ghost Mode
Ghost Mode allows you to turn your 
location on and off on the Map 

* Only Me (no one sees you)
* Select Friends (you choose who 

sees you) 
* My Friends (all your friends can 

see you)



GPS Documentation & Evidence

Computer

• Tracking 
software

• Tracking 
websites

Phone

• Apps
• Websites
• Call-in 

numbers
• Texts

Financial Data

• Equipment 
purchase

• Real time 
tracking 
service charge



Google/Apple Data















Stalkerware







In-Person Training

Webinars

Online Resources

Individual & Organizational Assistance

Policy / Protocol Development & Consultation

National Stalking Awareness Month Materials

In-Person Training

Webinars

Online Resources

Individual & Organizational Assistance

Policy / Protocol Development & Consultation

National Stalking Awareness Month Materials



What You May Hear

* “He/She hacked my phone”
* “They’re reading my texts”
* “They are listening to my calls”
* “They hacked my emails”
* “They keep showing up where I’m at”
* “They hacked my Facebook/Instagram/Snapchat…”







Cameras, Recording, & Smart Devices



Many Devices





Social Media & Dating Websites



Portals for Law Enforcement

https://less.snapchat.com



Search.org



Public Data



Find Yourself…

* FastPeopleSearch.com
* TruePeopleSearch.com
* PeopleSearchNow.com



Internet Privacy Handbook

* https://safeshepherd.com/handbook/
privacy-basics



Technology & Stalking: Big Picture
* Believe victims. Offenders can misuse technology a 

variety of creative ways to access, contact, and monitor 
their victims.

* This technology is out there – and it’s easy to use. 
Offenders don’t have to be particularly “tech savvy” to 
terrorize victims through technology.

* Build knowledge on privacy/sharing settings across 
applications and devices. Sharing settings/defaults are 
often not intuitive.

* Ask specific questions about offender contact and 
knowledge. This can better help you collect evidence and 
safety plan.

* Consider both evidence preservation and victim 
safety. See if the victim has access to a safer device. 

* Charge relevant technology-related crimes (when 
appropriate and applicable).







Risk Assessment





Narrative Report & 
Risk Profile

Safety Planning 
Suggestions









October 22, 2019
* Rowland dragged her across the parking, causing 

her to drop her phone and belongings.

* Rowland dragged Lauren to a different spot in 
the parking lot, where he forced her into the 
back seat of a car he had driven to campus. While 
in the back seat, Rowland shot Lauren several 
times, killing her.

* An acquaintance of Rowland’s picked him up 
from campus.

* Salt Lake police found Rowland and pursued him 
on foot into Trinity A.M.E. Church on 239 
Martin Luther King Blvd. Rowland shot himself 
as police entered the church.

Johnson, E. & DeWitt, K. (18 May 2020). Top Stories: Timeline of Lauren McCluskey’s murder and events following her death. ABC4 News.



Investigations and Hearings



First Response
Any time a victim reports any type 
of harassing behavior:

• Consider the possibility of a stalking case

• Determine whether this is an isolated 
incident or repeated conduct



Types of Questions for 
Investigators & Hearing Officers

* Context
* Repeated unwanted contact
* Fear/Interference questions

* Concern for harm
* Impairment of ability to perform activities of daily life



Victim – Offender History

• Is there a prior relationship between the victim and 
suspect?

• Dating/intimate/sexual relationship
• Friends, classmates, co-workers, neighbors, etc.

• What was typical contact?
• Medium
• Frequency

• Is the suspect aware that their actions are unwanted?
• REMEMBER: Any contact by victim could increase their 

risk



Context Questions

• Have both students give the context of the 
relationship (if applicable) or the context in which the 
contact occurred:

• How long have you known him/her?
• How would you describe your relationship?
• Has your relationship changed?
• How has your relationship changed?
• What type of contact was typical in your relationship?



Questions to Ask Complainants
• Questions about the contact
• Describe the contact. 
• Please provide timeline or history of contact
• How did you receive the contact (email, social media, 

text, etc.)?
• How did you identify the sender if it was electronic?
• How did the contact make you feel?
• Did you communicate at all with accused student?
• Did you communicate that the contact was unwanted? If 

so, how? 
• Has the contact increased, decreased, ceased? 



Fear & Emotional Distress 
Questions
• How did the contact make you feel? 

• (Describe in your own words your response when you 
received the contact.)

• Explain in your own words why the contact scared 
you?

• Did every contact scare you or at what point did you 
become frightened?

• What did you think may happen to you as a result of 
the contact?



Fear & Emotional Distress 
Questions
• Has this had an impact on your daily life? If so, how?
• Did you change your routines or patterns as a result of 

what has occurred? 
• What has been the impact on your academics and/or 

job?
• What have you done differently as a result of this 

situation? 
• Have you gotten new phone numbers, email accounts, 

online screen name and not told the person contacting 
you?



What to Ask Respondents 

• Describe the contact
• Timeline of contact
• How was contact sent?
• Did you receive a response? What was it?
• What was the purpose of the contact?
• Why did you continue to contact (either after asked 

to cease or when responses ceased or when no 
response was received)?



How might you demonstrate that 
the respondent knew or should 

have known the contact was 
unwanted? 



Responding to Victims





Advise Disengagement

*Recommend complete disengagement (no 
contact with offender)

* Explain concept of intermittent reinforcement
BUT…

*Realize victims engage in behaviors to keep 
themselves safe:

* Maintain contact, negotiation, minimizing threat
* Contact may be a safety strategy





Coordination
Law 

Enforcement 

Advocacy

Victim 
Service 

Providers

ProsecutorsCourts

Probation/ 
parole/ 

corrections

Awareness 
Education



Resources for Professionals



Narrative Report & 
Risk Profile

Safety Planning 
Suggestions



www.aequitasresource.org





For Victims










