Les Walrath (1921-2018)

Leslie M. Walrath, Professor Emeritus of Management; 1971-1983.
Education

B. Gen. Ed., University of Nebraska, Omaha;

M.B.A., George Washington University;

D.P.A., University of Southern California.

Professor Emeritus Les Walrath served in the School of Business and passed away March 12,
2018. The Dana West Yacht Club held a Celebration of Life ceremony for Professor Walrath on
April 22.

I did not have an opportunity to get to know Les but here is a passage from an e-mail message
from Provost Glenn M. Pfeiffer on his passing.

" Les served as Professor of Management at Chapman from the late 1960’s until the early
1990’s. He served as department chair of the Business and Economics department in the mid
1970’s and was instrumental in the transitioning of that department into the School of Business
and Management, which later became the Argyros School of Business and Economics.

President Emeritus Jim Doti pointed out that Les was chair of the department when he was hired
at Chapman and shared the following anecdote:

“At one point, when I was thinking of leaving Chapman, Les reached out to me by inviting me
on his custom-built fishing boat. He showed me a great time and I realized on that boat trip how
much he wanted me to stay and how beautiful California is.”



In the Spring 2018 issue of Chapman Magazine, President Doti is quoted as saying, "Les treated
everyone with respect and dignity. He really personified the culture of Chapman University. I
think it’s why he was instrumental in building the business school and the quality of the faculty.
He was a key person in taking business from a department to a school."

The Chapman Magazine goes on to say that every year, the Argyros School awards the Leslie M.
Walrath Award to an outstanding senior in his honor.
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A professor emeritus who helped establish the academic foundation for the Argyros School
of Business and Economics at Chapman University, Leslie M. Walrath passed away March
12.

“Les treated everyone with respect and dignity. He really personified the culture of Chapman
University,” said President Emeritus Jim Doti, a friend and colleague of Walrath.“I think it’s
why he was instrumental in building the business school and the quality of the faculty. He was a
key person in taking business from a department to a school.”

For three decades, Walrath worked as a professor of management at Chapman, serving as
department chair during the 1970s. It was during this time that Chapman began hosting its annual
Economic Forecast, now nationally recognized for its accuracy and influence.

As a professor and administrator, Walrath welcomed new ideas and did his best to remove
roadblocks to innovation, Doti said. “When I began teaching econometrics, he was very
supportive,” Doti added. “We had never had a course in econometrics, and he could very well
have said,"We don’t want that kind of course at Chapman. It’s too advanced and esoteric.” But
instead, he was always greasing the wheels if he thought the idea was good for Chapman.”

Walrath also supported Doti’s efforts to create the Center for Economic Research with no prior
funding. “It was later endowed by the Anderson Foundation, but we wouldn’t even have a center
if we didn’t have an administrator early on who said,‘Yes, go for it, this sounds like a great
idea,”” Doti said.

Walrath’s legacy endures at Chapman, as each year the Argyros School awards the Leslie M.
Walrath Award to an outstanding senior. “He was one of the giant pioneers of the past whose
good work, both as an administrator and as a faculty member, makes everything today possible,”
Doti said.
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