
FFC 100 – Humanomics: Family Matters – Fall 2021 
 
INSTRUCTORS: Professor Sean Crockett (scrockett@chapman.edu) and Professor Erik O. Kimbrough 
(ekimbrou@chapman.edu) 

COURSE MEETINGS: TBD – WH 220 

OFFICE HOURS: We will have joint office hours from TBD-TBD on TBD at the Smith Institute – 2nd floor 
of Wilkinson Hall (Free Coffee!) We are also available by appointment (just give us 24 hours notice). 

PREREQUISITES: None 

COURSE COMMUNICATIONS: The vast majority of classroom communications will take place through 
email. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING SURE THAT YOU RECEIVE THESE COMMUNICATIONS. We are 
a team, so if you email one of us, email both of us. 

Description:  Family matters. This is true in the basic and obvious sense that we all depend in some way 
or another on our kin; they bring us into the world, they may give us our names, feed us, raise us, teach 
us, instill values in us, support us, challenge us, punish us, and much more. However,  this class will 
explore the possibility that family matters even more than you might think, because family structure 
matters. Who we are raised by, who we live with, and who we marry varies widely across (and within) 
cultures. Is it possible that this variation can help us understand other patterns we see in the world? 
Does the nature of the family unit shape our patterns of social interaction, our expectations about the 
behavior of kin and strangers, or maybe even our ideas of right and wrong? In this class we will explore 
the role that family structures and the expectations engendered by those structures play in our lives. 
Reading works that span the social sciences, anthropology, biology and literature, we will explore 
different viewpoints on how family and marriage shape - and are shaped by - the rest of our social 
world. 

Humanomics classes (like this one) adopt a distinctively interdisciplinary approach. Throughout the term, 
we will address these questions through the lenses of economics, philosophy, and art (especially literature 
and cinema). We will not just ask what these disciplines have to say about our topic independently of one 
another; we will also ask how these disciplines interact, enrich each other, and have unique ways of 
capturing different dimensions of reality. The overarching idea is that there are many ways of expressing 
important ideas and that focusing on any one form of expression (social scientific, philosophical, artistic) 
in isolation is bound to leave important aspects of those ideas unstated, or incompletely expressed. 
Moreover, by working with media situated in a variety of historical contexts, we will necessarily ask why 
a set of ideas have been expressed in different ways in different times and places, and how this form of 
expression affects what’s being said. 

Required Texts:  

Baldwin, James. Another Country. 1962. 

Divakaruni, Chitra Banerjee. Arranged Marriage: Stories. 1996. 

Edlund, Lena. "Cousin Marriage is Not a Choice: Muslim Marriage and Underdevelopment," American 
Economic Review P&P, 2018. 

Henrich, Joseph. The WEIRDest People in the World: How the West Became Psychologically Peculiar and 
Particularly Prosperous. 2020.  
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mailto:ekimbrou@chapman.edu
https://www.amazon.com/Another-Country-James-Baldwin/dp/0679744711/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=another+country&qid=1605816550&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Arranged-Marriage-Chitra-Banerjee-Divakaruni/dp/0385483503/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=divakaruni+arranged&qid=1605817385&sr=8-2
https://www.dropbox.com/s/b9o6aw9vew6esqp/Edlund18.pdf?dl=0
https://www.amazon.com/WEIRDest-People-World-Psychologically-Particularly/dp/0374173222/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=henrich+weird&qid=1605816617&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/WEIRDest-People-World-Psychologically-Particularly/dp/0374173222/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=henrich+weird&qid=1605816617&sr=8-1


The Sagas of Icelanders, Deluxe Edition, Penguin Classics, 2001. 

The Big Sick. 2017. Available in multiple streaming formats. 

Schedule – Subject to Change 

 Date  Readings 

Week 1 Aug. 30  Henrich, Preface + Prelude 

 Sept. 1  Henrich Ch. 1 

Week 2 No Class   

 Sept. 8  The Sagas, Preface + Intro, pgs. ix-lxvi 

Week 3 Sept. 13  Henrich Ch. 2 

 Sept. 15  The Sagas, The Saga of the People of Laxardal, Ch. 1-26, pgs. 270-320 

Week 4 Sept. 20  Henrich Ch. 3 

 Sept. 22  The Sagas, The Saga of the People of Laxardal, Ch. 27-48, pgs. 320-370 

Week 5 Sept. 27  Henrich Ch. 4 

 Sept. 29  The Sagas, The Saga of the People of Laxardal, Ch. 49-75, pgs. 370-421 

Week 6 Oct. 4  Henrich Ch. 5 

 Oct. 6  Divakaruni, The Bats & Clothes & Silver Pavements, Golden Roofs, pgs. 1-56 

Week 7 Oct. 11  Henrich Ch. 6 

 Oct. 13  Divakaruni, The Word love & The Disappearance & Doors, pgs. 57-71, 169-202 

Week 8 Oct. 18  Henrich Ch. 7 

 Oct. 20  Edlund & The Big Sick 

Week 9 Oct. 25  Henrich Ch. 8 

 Oct. 27  Baldwin, Book 1, Ch. 1, pgs. 4-88 

Week 10 Nov. 1  Henrich Ch. 9 

 Nov. 3  Baldwin, Book 1, Ch. 2, pgs. 89-126 

Week 11 Nov. 8  Henrich Ch. 10 

 Nov. 10  Baldwin, Book 1, Ch. 3, pgs. 127-179 

Week 12 Nov. 15  Henrich Ch. 11 

 Nov. 17  Baldwin, Book 2, Ch.1-2, pgs. 183-267 

Week 13 Nov. 22  Thanksgiving 

 Nov. 24  Baldwin, Book 2, Ch. 4, pgs. 316-377 

Week 14 Nov. 29  Henrich Ch. 12 

 Dec. 1  Baldwin, Book 3, Ch. 1-2, pgs. 381-436 

Week 15 Dec. 6  Henrich Ch. 13-14 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0141000031/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o05_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1


 Dec. 8  Brooks 

FINAL EXAM TBD  
 

 
 
FFC Program Learning Outcome: 

Students will be able to critically analyze and communicate complex issues and ideas. This satisfies 
Freshman Foundations Course Learning Outcome: Critically analyzes and communicates complex issues 
and ideas. 

Course Objectives: Upon completion of the course, students will be able to: 

1) Understand theories connecting kinship practices, social structure and economic activity. 

2) Articulate ethical and economic critiques of kinship practices and socio-economic structures. 

3) Explain how the motivations of individuals shape and are shaped by their socio-cultural environments 
in Another Country, Arranged Marriage, and The WEIRDest People in the World. 

4) Analyze the ethical tensions faced by individuals in societies with different kinship practices. 

5) Ask cogent, thought-provoking questions based upon critical reading of texts. 

6) Present, explain, and evaluate economic- and humanity-based arguments orally and in essay format. 

7) Challenge and deconstruct the perceived tension between the social sciences and the humanities. 

Instructional Methods: 

This course uses a combination of hands-on learning in Socratic roundtable discussions of readings, 
focused free writes, and six papers. 

Grading: 

1. Participation in class discussions (15%) 

2. Questions (20%) 

3. Papers (50%) – 5 x 10% Each 

4. Oral final examination (15%) 

Because of the interactive nature of the class, attendance is an essential component. Excessive tardies 
constitute absences; six absences may result in failure (Undergraduate Catalog 2017-2018, “Academic 
Policies and Procedures”). Please keep this in mind. Missed in-class work cannot be made up. 

Grading Scale: 

A: 93-100 

A-: 90-92 

B+: 87-89 



B: 83-86 

B-: 80-82 

C+: 77-79 

C: 73-76 

C-: 70-72 

D: 65-70 

F: 0-64 

If you are still reading at this point, we really appreciate your attention to detail. To prove that to you, you 
can have 2 bonus points on the final exam if you send us a picture of an adorable dog or cat by midnight 
on Friday of the first week of class. 

Academic Integrity: 

Chapman University is a community of scholars that emphasizes the mutual responsibility of all 
members to seek knowledge honestly and in good faith. Students are responsible for doing their own 
work and academic dishonesty of any kind will be subject to sanction by the instructor/administrator 
and referral to the university Academic Integrity Committee, which may impose additional sanctions 
including expulsion. Please see the full description of Chapman University’s policy on Academic Integrity 
at www.chapman.edu/academics/academicintegrity/index.aspx. 

Chapman University’s Students with Disabilities Policy: 

In compliance with ADA guidelines, students who have any condition, either permanent or temporary, 
that might affect their ability to perform in this class are encouraged to contact the Office of Disability 
Services. If you will need to utilize your approved accommodations in this class, please follow the proper 
notification procedure for informing your professor(s). This notification process must occur more than a 
week before any accommodation can be utilized. 

Please contact Disability Services at (714) 516-4520 if you have questions regarding this procedure, or 
for information and to make an appointment to discuss and/or request potential accommodations 
based on documentation of your disability. Once formal approval of your need for accommodation has 
been granted, you are encouraged to talk with your professor(s) about your accommodation options. 
The granting of any accommodation will not be retroactive and cannot jeopardize the academic 
standards or integrity of the course. 

Equity and Diversity Statement: 

Chapman University is committed to ensuring equality and valuing diversity. Students and professors are 
reminded to show respect at all times as outlined in Chapman’s Harassment and Discrimination Policy. 
Any violations of this policy should be discussed with the professor, the Dean of Students and/or 
otherwise reported in accordance with this policy. 
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