
IRB Collaborators Decision Tree
Does the external collaborator’s scope of work meet 
the OHRP definition of “engaged in research”? See 
the Chapman IRB collaborations webpage, or the 

federal guidance1 for more information

What is the protocol type?

Is it a federally 
funded study?

Single IRB is required. Does a 
current Federalwide 

Assurance2 cover the 
collaborator’s organization?

Single IRB is optional (i.e., 
choose to go through each 
institution’s IRB or follow a 

single IRB process)

Which institution will be the 
IRB of record?

Each investigator typically 
follows their home 

institution’s requirements 
for exempt studies

Go through the 
process of individual 

agreement

Submit Cayuse 
application 

(expedited or full)

Submit “Request to 
rely” application in 

Cayuse

Each PI should 
seek IRB approval 

for their own 
institution

Complete IRB 
application as usual. 
No special action is 

required to 
collaborate.

Chapman IRB 
of Record

Chapman as 
relying institution

Opt for 
single IRB

Opt out of 
single IRB

YesNo

Yes No

NoYes

Exempt Expedited / 
Full Board

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fohrp.cit.nih.gov%2Fsearch%2Fsearch.aspx%3Fstyp%3Dbsc&data=05%7C02%7Cryllee%40chapman.edu%7C17ad386b8d8a411a5c7e08dc57fbe21f%7C809929af2d2545bf9837089eb9cfbd01%7C1%7C0%7C638481986534031247%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C5LhbzHGKciz8PJv%2BQQGvoSancqbkGs7D3BlWGRt9J8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.gov%2Fohrp%2Fregulations-and-policy%2Fguidance%2Fguidance-on-engagement-of-institutions%2Findex.html%23%3A~%3Atext%3DIn%2520general%252C%2520an%2520institution%2520is%2520considered%2520engaged%2520in%2Cinformed%2520consent%2520of%2520human%2520subjects%2520for%2520the%2520research.&data=05%7C02%7Cryllee%40chapman.edu%7C17ad386b8d8a411a5c7e08dc57fbe21f%7C809929af2d2545bf9837089eb9cfbd01%7C1%7C0%7C638481986534019139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jn%2FiXkIplJk0t59JDQJuQHSRkwFvSJb6xn6kYeGsLJg%3D&reserved=0

