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What’s in the APSS?
Each APSS begins with an “executive summary checklist” 
which provides an overview of the content that can be easily 
adopted by a hospital administrator or clinical leader. This 
checklist is a helpful tool for individuals to self-assess their 
organization’s processes. This self-assessment will help an 
organization identify whether their processes are intact or 
highlight gaps that can be addressed to improve patient 
safety. In addition to the checklist, each subAPSS includes:

• Leadership Plan
• Action Plan
• Technology Plan
• Measuring Outcomes

The Challenge: Medication Safety

Free 
Download

Medication-related deaths in hospitals account for one of 
the top three causes of preventable deaths in hospitals 
worldwide. Adverse medication events cause more than 
770,000 injuries and deaths each year at a cost as high as 
$5.6 billion annually.1,2 Globally, it is estimated that these 
errors cost $42 billion annually.3 Much of this patient harm 
and death is avoidable through the implementation of 
evidence-based solutions. The Patient Safety Movement 
Foundation (PSMF) has developed Actionable Patient Safety 
Solutions (APSS) around seven medication safety-related 
challenges to mitigate these avoidable deaths in hospitals 
and healthcare systems.

The Solutions
The following seven subAPSS have been created by a 
multidisciplinary workgroup overseen by the PSMF and 
revised annually. 

• 3A: Medication Safety
• 3B: Antimicrobial Stewardship
• 3C: Severe Hypoglycemia
• 3D: Pediatric Adverse Drug Events
• 3E: Standardize and Safeguard Medicine Administration
• 3F: Drug Shortages

• 3G: Opioid Safety (Pending Release in March 2020)
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