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EDUCATION 

 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, BOALT HALL SCHOOL OF LAW, Berkeley, CA  
 J.D., May 2004  

Honors:  Graduated Top 20% of Class, American Jurisprudence Award (Civil Procedure); Best Brief 
Writing Award (Moot Court) 
Activities:  Berkeley Journal of Employment and Labor Law (Executive Editor); Boalt Hall Women’s Law 
Journal (Executive Board); Boalt Hall Women’s Association (Faculty Hiring Chair) 

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY, Waltham, MA 
 B.A., Politics; Legal Studies Interdisciplinary Program; Art History Minor, May 2000   

Honors:  Phi Beta Kappa, Cumulative GPA 3.94, Magna Cum Laude, Presidential Scholar, Dean's List 
 1996-2000, Pi Sigma Alpha (National Political Science Honor Society)  
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
FOWLER SCHOOL OF LAW AT CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY, Orange, California 

Assistant Clinical Professor, 2013-2017 
Associate Clinical Professor, 2018- present 
Co-Director, Bette and Wylie Aitken Family Protection Clinic 
• Administer and direct the clinic budget.  Supervise clinic personnel.  Engage in fundraising initiatives to 

support the clinic and manage all grant and gift compliance.   Establish and maintain policies to govern the 
operations of the clinic and our strategic partnerships within the University, the Orange County Family 
Justice Center, and legal and social service providers throughout the county.   

• Teach clinic seminar focusing on practial lawyering skills.  Educate clinic students on the dynamics of 
domestic violence, substantive immigration law, regulation, and procedure, and best practices for client 
centered lawyering.  Supervise seminar students and  advanced clinic students  in the direct representation 
of immigrant victims of domestic violence, human trafficking, sexual assault, and other gender based 
crimes in administrative law proceedings and in cases before the Federal Immigration Court, the Board of 
Immigration Appeals, and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

• Engage in local and national advocacy efforts affecting low-income immigrant survivors of domestic 
violence, sexual assault, and human trafficking.   Conduct local and national trainings on immigration law 
and migration. 

• Law School Service: Clinics and Externship Committee, Strategic Planning Committee, Committee on 
Teaching Excellence and Scholarship, Law School Ambassador t to University Institute for Excellence in 
Teaching and Learning, Faculty Representative on Fowler School of Law’s Honor Council, Faculty 
Advisor to Immigration Law Society, Faculty Advisor to Student Against Exploitation and Trafficking 

• Awards/Recognition: 2016 California Lawyer’s CLAY Attorney of the Year Award for immigration; 2016 
inducetee as Fellow of the American Bar Foundation  
 

WESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW, Fullerton, California 
Adjunct Professor, 2012 
• Designed and implemented curriculum for Interviewing and Counseling course.  Integrated live-client 

representation, mock exercises, and scholarly literature into the pedagogical plan for a practical skills class.   
 
LEGAL EXPERIENCE 
  
PUBLIC LAW CENTER, Santa Ana, California 

Supervising Attorney, March 2009- April 2013 
• Directed county-wide legal initiatives serving immigrant victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, and 

human trafficking.  Supervised all unit personnel including five immigration attorneys and three paralegals.  
Provided office-wide management on the development and implementation of various grants and programs.  



Provided technical assistance to a network of 200 pro bono attorneys.  Conducted Continuing Legal 
Education courses and other instructional seminars on a range of immigration topics.  Lectured at various 
universities and law schools.  Supervised the legal services portion of the Orange County Human 
Trafficking Task Force.  Managed the asylum/refugee project serving refugees fleeing sexual violence and 
gender/sexual orientation based persecution.  Collaborated with elected officials and law enforcement 
agents to facilitate the implementation of regulations affecting immigrant survivors of domestic violence.  
Administered community based immigration clinics.  Filed USCIS immigration petitions and represented 
clients in Immigration Court, before the BIA, and at the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.   

NEIGHBORHOOD LEGAL SERVICES OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, Los Angeles, California 
Staff Attorney, Immigrant’s Rights Unit, May 2007- February 2009 
• Provided direct legal services to low-income immigrants, specifically focusing on victims of domestic 

violence, sexual assault, and human trafficking.  Filed for U Visa, VAWA, T Visas, and SIJS relief.  Filed 
immigrant, non-immigrant, and naturalization petitions.  Represented clients in USCIS administrative 
interviews and EOIR removal proceedings.  Provided commentary and advocacy on national and state 
regulations affecting immigrant survivors of domestic violence.  Coordinated and supervised monthly 
immigration clinics.  Conducted community outreach and education presentations on a range of 
immigration topics.   

LAW OFFICES OF RAUL GODINEZ, Los Angeles, California  
Immigration Attorney, December 2006-May 2007  
• Filed family and employment based immigrant visas.  Petitioned for clients seeking adjustment, TPS, 

NACARA, SIJS, VAWA, and naturalization.  Represented clients in both affirmative administrative 
hearings and in removal proceedings.  Drafted appellate briefs to the BIA and 9th Circuit Court of Appeals.   

LIGA MEXICANA POR LA DEFENSA DE LOS DERECHOS HUMANOS, Oaxaca, Mexico 
Human Rights Observer, April –September 2006 
• Investigated and reported on incidents of human rights abuses; interviewed victims of and witnesses to such 

incidents, publicized abuses in local, national, and international press.  
BINGHAM MCCUTCHEN, LLP, San Francisco, CA   

Litigation Associate, October 2004 – April 2006  
• Drafted pleadings, motions, briefs, and settlements in complex civil litigation matters, with a focus on 

class-actions.  Argued motions, performed legal research, participated in document production, and 
prepared witnesses for depositions. 

• Pro bono practice:  Represented a minor in asylum proceedings, litigated sexual harassment claim, brought 
class-action against fraudulent vocational school, and served as election monitor in 2004 Presidential 
Election.  

BINGHAM MCCUTCHEN, LLP, San Francisco, CA   
Summer Associate, May-August 2003 
• Conducted legal research and prepared memorandum.  Drafted briefs and motions.   

PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY, Washington, DC 
Law Clerk, December 2001-July 2002 
• Conducted legal research and analysis for use in civil rights and constitutional liberties litigation.  Assisted 

in educational outreach, public policy, and lobbying initiatives.  Prepared published report analyzing 
significant opinions and recent trends in the 2002 U.S. Supreme Court term. 

MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION, Boston, MA 
        Research and Investigative Intern, January-June 2000 
STATE SENATOR LOIS PINES’ LEGISLATIVE OFFICE/CAMPAIGN FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL, Boston, 
MA  
        Legislative Intern, Fundraising and Event Planning Assistant, August 1998-May 1999   

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 

Opinion/Editorial, Detaining Abuse Victim May Have Violated Federal Law, The Daily Journal, February 21, 2017.  

Ethical and Effective Representation of Unaccompanied Immigrant Minors in Domestic Violence Based Asylum 
Cases,  22 CLINICAL L. REV. 395 (2016) (peer-reviewed) 
 
LGBT Asylum Claims in the United States, Orange County Lawyer Magazine, July 2012, Vol. 54. No.7.  
 
Preserving Diversity in Higher Education:  A Manual on Admissions Policies and Procedures After the University 
of Michigan Decisions (co-authored) manual published by Equal Justice Society, 2004. 
 
 
SELECTED LECTURES AND OTHER INVITED PRESENTATIONS  
 



Moderator,  Chapman University Fowler School of Law Diversity Symposium, Crimmigration: A Critical Look at 
Rationales for Increasing Deportation , Orange, CA (November 3, 2017) 
 
Invited Presenter, “Criminal Aliens” Lurking in Our Midst: President Trump’s War on Immigrant Women, AALS 
Clinical Conference, Denver, CO (May 9, 2017) 
 
Invited Presenter, Law and the Modern Family, UCI Colloquium on Sex and Gender, Irvine, CA (April 20, 2017). 
 
Invited Presenter, Immigration Town Hall Sponsored by Congressman Lou Correa, Santa Ana, CA (February 24, 
2017). 
 
Organizer and Presenter, Continuing Legal Education Training, Processing U Visas in the Age of Trump, Co-hosted 
by ASISTA, Public Law Center, Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking, and Western State College of Law, 
Anaheim, CA (February 15, 2017)  
 
Organizer and Presenter, County-Wide Teach In on Immigration Law, Co-hosted by UCI Immigrant’s Rights Clinic, 
Western State College of Law, ACLU of Southern California, Public Law Center, Santa Ana, CA (February 9, 
2017) 
 
Panel Organizer, Presenter, and Moderator, Central American Refugee Crisis, Annual AALS Meeting, San 
Francisco, CA (January 4, 2017) 

Invited Presenter, Chapman University Fowler School of Law Diversity Symposium, Refugees and Access to 
Asylum, Orange, CA (November 4, 2016) 
 
Persecution of Women and Children in the Northern Triangle, Presentation on Immigration Panel, Chapman 
University Fowler School of Law Diversity Symposium, Orange, CA (March 31, 2016).  
 
U Visa Inadmissibility: An Ambiguous Standard with Perilous Consequences, Scholarly work-in-progress session at 
Southern California Junior Faculty Workshop, Orange, CA (October 24, 2015).   
 
Teaching Critical Analysis through the Individual Representation of Unaccompanied Immigrant Minors, Panel 
Presentation, Latino and Latina Critical Legal Theory Conference, Anaheim, CA (October 2, 2015). 
 
Ethical and Effective Lawyering of Unaccompanied Immigrant Minors: A Case Study in Representing Child 
Domestic Violence Survivors, Scholarly Work in Progress Session, AALS 2015 Clinical Conference, Rancho 
Mirage, CA (May 6, 2015). 
 
Funding the Law School Clinic Through “Soft Money”- Restraints and Possibilities for Pedagogy and Social 
Justice, Concurrent Session, AALS 2015 Clinical Conference, Rancho Mirage, CA (May 5, 2015). 
 
Legal Representation of Labor and Sex Trafficking Survivors, Anti-Human Trafficking Conference, Chapman 
University, Orange, CA. (October 24, 2014).  

The Law School Clinician as Part of and a Partner with the Community, Concurrent Session, AALS 2014 Clinical 
Conference, Chicago, Illinois (April 30, 2014).    
 
Domestic Violence, Immigration Relief, and the Role of the Mexican Consulate, Presentation to the Protection 
Department of the Mexican Consulate, Santa Ana, CA (March 31, 2014). 
 
Immigration Detention, LGBT Asylum Claims, U Visa Law Enforcement Certification Issues, and Human 
Trafficking in Orange County, Western State University Law School, Guest Lecture WSU Immigration Clinic, 
Fullerton, CA (April 4, 2012). 
 
U Visa Law Enforcement Certification Process:  Legal Requirements and Law Enforcement Best Practices, OC 
Police Chiefs’ And Sheriffs’ Association Training sponsored by OC Human Relations and the Public Law Center, 
Santa Ana, CA (March 21, 2012) 
 
U Visa Petitions:  Immigration Status for Victims of Serious Crimes, 3 Unit Orange County Bar Association CLE, 
Newport Beach, CA (March 6, 2012). 



 
Assisting Immigrant Minors in Delinquency and Dependency, County of Orange, Eliminating Racial Disparities and 
Disproportionality Commission, Santa Ana, CA (February 8, 2012),  
 
Representing Immigrant Victims of Crimes: How to Effectively Advocate for Your Client, UCI Law School, U Visa 
Pro Bono Project, Irvine, CA (January 24, 2012). 
 
Domestic Violence, Immigration Relief, and the Role of the Mexican Consulate, Conference of the Mexican 
Consulates of California: Domestic Violence, Detection and Protection, Orange, CA (October 21, 2011). 
 
Immigration Considerations for Undocumented Survivors of Domestic Violence, Domestic Violence Volunteer 
Certification Program, USC School of Social Work, Irvine campus, Irvine, CA (September 25, 2011). 
 
Immigration Detention: Conditions, Practices, and Areas for Legal Intervention, UCI Law School, Guest Lecture 
Immigrant’s Rights Clinic, Irvine, CA (September 14, 2011). 
 
Filing U Visa Immigration Petitions, Snell and Wilmer LLP, Costa Mesa, CA (June 8, 2011). 
 
Assisting Juvenile Immigrants through U Visa Applications, Whittier Law School Clinic, Guest Lecture Children’s 
Rights Clinic, Costa Mesa, CA (June 1, 2011). 
 
Filing Immigration Petitions under the Violence Against Women Act, Latham and Watkins LLP, Costa Mesa, CA 
(June 1, 2011).  
 
New Legislation:  Student’s Dreams, America’s Future; Children’s Rights Symposium, Whittier Law School, Costa 
Mesa, CA (March 4, 2011) 
 
U Visa Petitions:  Immigration Status for Victim of Serious Crimes, 3 Unit Orange County Bar Association CLE, 
Newport Beach, CA (March 1, 2011). 
 
Human Trafficking Victims and Survivors of Domestic Violence: Immigration Relief and the Requirement of Law 
Enforcement Cooperation, UCI Law School, Guest Lecture, Professor Chacon’s Immigration survey course, Irvine, 
CA  (February 8, 2011). 
  
The Violence against Women Act, Special Immigrant Juvenile Status, T Visas, and U Visas, Orange County Bar 
Association Immigration Section CLE, Newport Beach, CA (February 1, 2011). 
 
Representing Immigrant Victims of Crimes: How to Effectively Advocate for Your Client, UCI Law School, U Visa 
Pro Bono Project, Irvine, CA (January 25, 2011). 
 
Human Trafficking: Legal Standards and Immigration Relief, Vanguard University, Guest Lecturer, Costa Mesa, 
CA (February 23, 2010). 
 
U Visa Petitions:  Immigration Status for Victim of Serious Crimes, 3 Unit Orange County Bar Association CLE, 
Newport Beach, CA (February 4, 2010). 
 
Human Trafficking: Identifying the Victim, Prosecuting the Perpetrator, Police Officers Standards Training, Costa 
Mesa, CA (December 1, 2009). 
 
Immigrant Victims of Crime: Orange County Law Enforcement Current Protocols and Practices, OC Human 
Relations, Santa Ana, CA (May 13, 2009). 
 
SELECTED MEDIA QUOTATIONS 
 
The Intercept, “Undocumented Victims of Domestic Violence Weigh Seeking Help Against Risk of Deportation,” 
March 29, 2017 discussing the impact of Trump immigration policies on victims of domestic violence.   
 
Voice of OC, “Battered Lives: Breaking the Cycle of Domestic Abuse Hard for Immigrant Families,” February 2, 
2015, discussing problems in the implementation of U Visa Law Enforcement Certifications.   
 
OC Register, “They’ll Turn Green Card Holders into Citizens,” July 30, 2012, discussing Public Law Center’s 
Orange County Naturalization Initiative.   
 



OC Register, “Hope For Human Trafficking Victims,” September 7, 2011, discussing Department of Homeland 
Securities revised prosecutorial discretion protocols.   
 
OC Register, “Former Egyptian Slave Girl Has New Life,” March 31, 2010, discussing Public Law Center’s work 
with human trafficking victims.   
 
OC Register, “Child Trafficking Victim Speaks Out,” September 14, 2009, discussing the Orange County Human 
Trafficking Task Force.  
 
 
BAR ADMISSIONS  
 
State Bar of California  
United States District Court, Northern District of California 
United States District Court, Central District of California 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
 
LANGUAGES 
Fluent Spanish 
 
 


