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Dear Reader,

Welcome back all!! Thank 
you for picking up this edition of The 
Courier. I am so grateful to be continuing 
on as your Editor-In Chief and cannot 
wait to see what this year entails. 

As the 2011-12 year begins, I find that 
many of us are bogged down with The 
Bar looming on our horizon, the dismay 
of the unforgiving economic crisis, and 
the stress of simply being a law student. 
That is why I have committed myself to 

bringing entertainment and leisurely 
reading to the halls of Chapman Law 
School through The Courier. I want the 
entire student body to know that they are 
welcome to contribute to this paper, and 
I encourage you to send any feedback to 
thechapmanlawcourier@gmail.com

This issue is packed full of articles on 
timely topics such as the end of Harry 
Potter, a summer associate scandal, and 
advice on studying and working abroad. 
Also, there are many timeless articles 
including an amusing piece on the rolly 

backpack debate and one with advice on 
boosting your resume with a joint degree 
as a JD/MBA student.

To all of the returning students, new 
students, staff, faculty, and alumni, I wish 
everyone the best of luck this year and 
hope I exceed your expectations for the 
2011-12 Chapman Law Courier. 

Sincerely,
Amber Hurley

Editor-In-Chief

Dare I say the rolly backpack is 
making a comeback?! I know, hear 
me out first. Yes, I used to be that 
girl that made fun of people with 
rolly backpacks. I pointed and 
laughed when they scooted by. 
However, over the summer before 
my 2L year, I had an epiphany. My 
back wasn’t as achy as usual and 
my shoulders didn’t hurt as much 
as they used to … what could it be 
from? Aha! That heavy backpack 
loaded with my law books and sup-
plements that I cradled along the 
hallways my 1L year had not been 
put in use for over a month. I didn’t 
realize such stress a large backpack 
does to one’s body.  

Now, I had a decision to make: 
ruin my fashion reputation and ego, or 
continue with the backaches and sore 
shoulders. I turned to my friends outside 
of law school for advice. That was of little 
help—they laughed at me and told me to 
wake up and deal with the pain of car-
rying my books and supplies. They said 
rolling a suitcase around would make me 
the nerd in class. As I started to buy my 
books for my 2L year, I realized just how 
big and heavy all these books were. 

I knew I had to save my body from that 
strain, so I broke down and bought a rolly 
backpack. Ahem. A rolly “bag.”(It sounds 
more professional and modern calling it 
a bag). 

I was quite nervous at the thought of 
people staring at me in the hallways, pull-
ing this piece of luggage behind me. I 
made a choice, and now I had to live with 
the consequences of being a rolly bag 
roller. What would people say? Would 
they look at me any differently? Nerves 
were high when I left the school parking 
structure and started my journey to class 
with my new friend rolling behind me. I 
was expecting to see people whispering 
about me as I walked by and making little 
giggles after I passed them. 

None of that happened. 
People went about their school busi-

ness as usual. I went home that night 
without even a twinge of pain in my back 
or shoulders. 

The rolly wasn’t that bad. It’s like a 
purse, library, lunchbox, and medicine 
cabinet all in one. And, it’s on wheels! I 

was able to fit all of the necessities and 
then some into it. I have now officially 
changed from someone who made fun of 
rolly backpack people to its biggest sup-
porter. Now that I don’t have to carry a 
backpack on my shoulders, I can strut 
my stuff down the hallways with my 

rolly and not have a worry in the 
world about my shoulders or back 
hurting later. I mean, c’mon, we’re 
in law school. Every law student 
has enough stress to deal with.
Why worry about what your peers 
would say? Plus, most lawyers in 
the real world roll their bags in and 
out of court on the daily basis, so 
take it as if you are “practicing” for 
your future job. 

If you’re on the fence about 
whether or not to get a rolly bag, let 
me tell you to grab one today and 
never look back. Law school is hard 
enough without dealing with aches 
and pains and not being totally 
prepared because your old back-
pack was too heavy or you couldn’t 
fit all your supplements in. 

And as The Urban Dictionary, a very 
concrete and valid source explains, rolly 
backpack rollers are usually the smart 
kids that get the good grades. 

So join me in the backpack revolution! 
Get yours soon and roll your way into 
comfort and good grades! 

CHAPMAN LAW NEWS
Earn Two Degrees in Four Years With JDA/MBA 6 
Chapman Law Angels Day  10 
CURRENT EVENTS
The Current Job Market in Perspective     7 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
2 3

10-Year Anniversary of 9/11    11
STUDENT LIFE
Return of the Rolly Backpack       3 
Movie review: Drive        4 
Harry Potter: The Boy We Grew Up With    5 
A Cautionary Tale of Scandal and the Workplace    6
You Can Study Abroad ... But Should You            8 
Working Abroad        9

C H A P M A N  L A W

COURIER
S T A F F

Editor-in-Chief ............................................................................ Amber Hurley
Managing Editors .......................................................................... Kyle Murray 
               Lauren Crecelius
VP of Finance ....................................................................................... Kat James
Copy Editor/Layout ...............................................................  Julie Anne Ines 
Senior Editors ........................................................................ Will Hadikusumo
            Melissa Newman
                 Melissa Mielke
                 Joanne Lembo
                    Katie Walsh  
                           Jon Mason
                 Jessie Brownell
1L Representatives................................................................ Chiryze Navarro
                    Natalie Fulton
Faculty Supervisor ....................................................................... David Finley

Disclaimers
The Chapman Law Courier is a publication of Chapman University School of 
Law. Columns and signed editorials do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
Chapman University School of Law or its affiliates. 

Letters to the Editor
Readers are encouraged to respond to the articles appearing in The Courier. 
Comments and/or submissions may be sent to thechapmanlawcourier@
gmail.com. Submissions must include the author’s name and contact 
information. There is no guarantee a submission will be included in an issue 
and may be edited for clarity, accuracy, and brevity if needed.

ADVERTISEMENT

EDITOR’S NOTE

Denise Vatani

Backpack Revolution: Return of the Rolly Backpack

As the dust and crumbling dry wall settled and the cacophony of overlapping catchphrases 
gave way to a confused pause, the two iconic processed food pitchmen of the 1990’s knew 
only one of them could leave the now devastated suburban living room alive. 

How “Macho Man” Randy Savage Really Died

CARTOON BY TYLER SCHOENBERG



Drive, winner for best director at 
Cannes, is a dangerously thrilling ride.  
Of course, it takes place in Los Angeles 
where driving is almost a prerequisite to 
survival. 

The film itself survives essentially as 
two distinct stories in one. In the first, we 
discover a quietly blossoming romance 
between the too-shy auto mechanic 
(Ryan Gosling) and the young single 
mother (Carey Mulligan) who lives down 
the hall in his run-down, old Hollywood 
apartment building. In the second story 
we find a graphically violent East Coast 
mob heist gone wrong with the getaway 
driver (Ryan Gosling) reeling from the 
consequences to save his love. Or is he?  

The plot is an experiment in extreme 
juxtapositions. The sweet mechanic/fa-
ther-figure by day is set opposite his get-
away-driving, baseball-bat-beating, curb-
stomping self at night. Similarly, the stark 
contrast in plot serves to accentuate the 
simple and sweet nature of their romance 

and the brutally surprising, graphic vio-
lence of the mobsters with their backs 
against a wall. Much of the plot harkens 
back to Tarantino’s True Romance, with 
a similar eighties glam-tinged musical 
score by Cliff Martinez underpinning the 
action in practically every scene (Narc, 
Traffic, and most recently The Lincoln 
Lawyer). The effect is to create a dream 
world, complete with fuzzy daydreams 
and haunting nightmares, easy to slip 
into as a viewer.  

These are just some of the many in-

teresting themes operating in the film.  
Since the director, Nicolas Winding Refn, 
doesn’t coddle his audience we are forced 
to analyze every aspect of each character’s 
acting, as well as the way we receive the 
plot. This allows for a much more inter-
active viewing of the film. The film lacks 
extensive dialogue, making it a challenge 
for the audience to determine exactly 
what motivates the characters.  Newton 
Thomas Sigel’s cinematography revolves 
around extremely long close-ups of Gos-
ling’s brooding face, leaving it up to the 
audience to decide his “drive.”  

This is a nice departure from the ma-
jority of films nowadays in which the au-
dience is spoon-fed flashbacks designed 
to account for characters’ actions, prac-
tically complete with Freudian explana-
tions of their motives. Drive questions 
this Hollywood trope in a film set in the 
heart of the beast. Much like a car crash 
in slow motion, Drive is a fascinating ride 
that will keep you so riveted you might 
just forget to blink.
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Friday, Nov. 19, 2010. I bet quite a few 
of you remember that date. I personally 
remember it as the Friday night before 
my second LRW paper was due. For all 
those 2Ls out there, I assume your night 
was spent in the library or at your home 
desk relentlessly proofreading that beast 
of a paper worth 70 percent of your grade. 
While you have a flashback of those hap-
py memories, do you want to guess what 
I was doing? Preparing for my first set 
of finals in the library? Having a philo-
sophical conversation with my roommate 
about why the color blue is called “blue?” 
Getting a waffle sandwich at Bruxie? No. 
Instead, I shamelessly spent my night 
seeing Harry Potter and the Deathly Hal-
lows Part 1 in IMAX with my fellow law 
school friends who dressed up as the 
Golden Snitch and Hermione while I 
wore my awesome “Wizard Wanda” cos-
tume, which is pretty much the Hogwarts 
uniform but with enough differences as 
to not violate J.K.’s copyrights. Jealous? I 
thought so. 

My love for Harry Potter is so extreme 
I flew to Florida specifically to visit the 
new “Wizarding World of Harry Potter” 
at Universal Studios, Orlando. For those 
of you who are Harry Potter fans and have 
not visited yet, I urge you to go and buy 
the “Potter Package Deal” through Uni-
versal. Feel free to look up all the details 
and thank me later; it truly is that great 
of a deal. Who wouldn’t want to eat a free 
breakfast at “The Three Broomsticks?” 
Voldemort, that’s who. However, even if 
you are not a Harry Potter fan (I am not 
entirely sure this is possible to be, hon-
estly), the fact that you are in the Wiz-
arding World of Harry Potter is … well, 
truly magical. People all over the world 
come to Florida just to catch a glimpse of 
the Hogwarts Express in person, to walk 
the corridors of Hogwarts as if you were 
a student, to get the experience of choos-
ing your own wand (or having the wand 
choose you) in Ollivander’s wand shop, 
and to drink some Pumpkin Juice and 
Butterbeer just like Ron, Hermione, and 
Harry. 

Regardless of how old you are, I am 
positive that seeing this world come to 
life will be a magical experience. How-

ever, I do believe that our generation is 
more fascinated with Harry Potter and 
has more die-hard fans than any other 
age group. The first Harry Potter novel 
came out when I was nine years old, and, 
with the exception of a few, the majority 
of you are probably around the same age 
as I am.; therefore, you are the audience 
for whom J.K. likely intended to write her 
children’s novels. And, yes, I feel I have 
earned to privilege of being on a first-
name basis with J.K. thanks to how much 
I have contributed to her wealth. 

There are various reasons why I am 
obsessed with Harry, one being the sense 
of camaraderie characterized by various 
Potter-centric events, including: attend-
ing, with my fellow Potterheads, mid-
night launch parties for the final book 
of the series, recognizing that none of us 
would wait a second longer to see how 
our ten-year journey would end; mak-
ing the easiest decision of my life to go 
see the first of the last two films with my 

friends during opening weekend instead 
of being a good law student; begging my 
mom to see a midnight showing of the 
last film because Carmageddon had pre-
vented me from reuniting with my “Part 
1” viewing cohorts, i.e. the Golden Snitch 
and Hermione; and, knowing when Har-
ry Potter weekend is on ABC Family be-
cause of all the Facebook status updates. 
Thanks, Zuckerberg. Once again, I spend 
so much time on Facebook that I feel I 
have developed some clout with Marky 
Mark and am able to call him whatever 
I want.

Another reason for my obsession is 
the fact that Potter fans, and J.K. herself, 
are intelligent. Even if I were older when 
the first book came out and did not grow 
up with the books and films, I firmly be-
lieve that Harry Potter would still be a 
huge part of my life. Unlike another book 
series which tries to rival Harry Potter 
with its passionate fan base and involves 
a possessive vampire boyfriend and an 
idiot girl who thinks that his controlling 
nature is adorable, J.K. uses words in such 
a deliciously poetic ways. Well, with the 

Zach Begle

Drive: I Will Pull This Getaway Car Around!
FILM REVIEW FILM REVIEW

Jessica Schned
Harry Potter: The Boy We Grew Up With

see Potter, page 9

“I personally could not 
imagine my life without Harry 
Potter. But, since I have him, 
“all is well.”
“

The actors of the Harry Potter films (Top photo, from left: Daniel Radcliffe, Emma Watson and Rupert Grint) and the 
audience grew up with the franchise, which spanned 10 years and eight films.

“Much of the plot harkens 
back to Tarantino’s True 
Romance, with a similar 
eighties glam-tinged musical 
score by Cliff Martinez 
underpinning the action in 
every scene.”

“



The job market continues to remain 
bleak according to reports from the Bureau 
of Labor which revealed that just as many 
jobs were lost as were created across the 
country in August. Which means the un-
employment rate remains at the painful rate 
of 9.1 percent. The career outlook appears 
even more negative taken with the fact that 
100,000 jobs need to be created each month 
just to keep pace with population growth. 
Standing still is literally the equivalent to 
moving backwards. Correspondingly, those 
seeking jobs as practicing lawyers are ex-
periencing more intense competition for 
fewer positions.

In 2008, The Bureau of Labor projected 
that legal jobs would increase 7-13 percent 
by 2018 and maintained this projection in 
the 2010-2011 publication of the Occupa-
tional Outlook Handbook.  However, the 
recession has hurt virtually every industry, 

and the legal field is no exception. From 
2008 to 2010 the number of jobs for prac-
ticing lawyers increased by 1.38 percent 
nationally, by 2.13 percent in California, 
and 1.50 percent in Southern California. If 
these rates remain consistent, according to 
the Bureau of Labor, the 2018 job market 
will be at the lowest end of the prediction 
spectrum. 

While the employment opportunities for 
lawyers could be far worse, the relatively 
minimal increase in employment oppor-
tunities becomes much more dismal when 
viewed in comparison with the substantial 
and steady influx of newly graduated law 
students each year. More than 40,000 stu-
dents graduate from law school every year, 
and, according to the National Association 
for Law Placement (“NALP”), only 87.6 
percent found jobs – the lowest percent 
since 1996.

When shown these data,  1L Ali Bolbach 

responded, “I attempt to remain optimistic. 
I  know what the numbers say, but if you 
look, in terms of other professions, there’s 
always going to be a need for contracts and 
dispute resolution, and other legal related 
things.” 

Recent NALP reports do illustrate that 
they 87.6 percent employment rate for 
law school graduates doesn’t tell the whole 
story. Only 69 percent of law school gradu-
ates in 2010 found legal related jobs – down 
from 71 percent for the class of 2009. Al-
though, the most recent job report saw 
an addition of 4,000 new jobs in the legal 
industry, but this refers to all jobs related 
to the legal field, not necessarily practic-
ing lawyers. Steve Brown, a 1L, said, “I’m 
not really nervous about getting a job, but 
I am nervous about getting a job that pays 
enough to cover my student loans ...” 

Statistics from nalp.org, npr.org and bls.
org.

“Unfortunately I am not sure how much 
you can be aware of any moral corruption in 
a firm before you work there,” 2L Evan Cote 
advised after his wretched summer intern-
ship experience. “So I would say to just keep 
your eyes and ears open. If the firm you are 
working at seems unethical, then just leave; 
it is not worth the headache.”

Unethical may be a kind description. 
Over the summer, five Chapman students 
accepted internships with a new multi-
practice firm in Costa Mesa. The students 
soon found themselves contacting mari-
juana dispensaries on the behalf of the firm 
and working under a disbarred attorney us-
ing an alias.  

Though it was a multi-practice firm, 2L 
Kyle Dinicola said the main focus was what 
the firm called “420 law.”

“Most of their business, though I was 
unaware of it at the time of my interview, 
came from helping people who wanted to 

set up medical marijuana dispensaries do 
so,” Dinicola said. “They called this ‘420 
Law,’ and they claimed to be the only really 
professional law firm willing to handle that 
area of law.”

Heather Green, 2L, said most of the in-
terns sought clients at medicinal marijuana 
conventions and created spreadsheets of 
names. They contacted people that the Di-
rector of Public Relations (“Director”) met 
at the conventions and tried to schedule free 
consultations, she said. Green went on to 
explain that, when calling convention con-
tacts failed, the director then instructed the 
interns to use a website called “weedmaps.
com” to find marijuana dispensary owners 
near the conventions, call them, and per-
suade them to attend both the convention 
and free seminars hosted by the firm.  

“Essentially, we were cold-calling dispen-
saries all over northern and southern Cali-
fornia in an attempt to acquire clients for 
the firm,” Green said. “We found out later 
that it is illegal for a law firm to do that kind 
of marketing. “ 

Green added that the interns were often 
assigned menial clerical tasks. Cote said 
at points, he had to listen to all the direc-
tor’s voicemails dating back from as early as 
February 2011—nearly five months prior. 
Dinicola noted the interns did have some 
legal work, usually from the two associate 

attorneys. On one occasion, he added, Dini-
cola read through a contract for a movie en-
titled, “Piranhaconda.”

“The majority of the work we did at [the 
firm] came from…the Director for Client 
Development …” Dinicola said. “We were 
all unsure what exactly his role was other 
than bringing in clients. He was a self-pro-
claimed ‘rainmaker.’ He made it rain.”  

Green said the interns avoided work from 
the director and tried accepting most work 
from the associate attorneys. About four 
weeks into the internship, she continued, 
one of the associate attorneys discovered 
some information about the director. She 
learned the director was actually using a 
fake name and in reality was a disbarred at-
torney. Green said the associate confronted 
the partner, and while the partner denied 
knowing about it, his wife later admitted she 
knew the disbarred attorney’s real name.

According to the State Bar Court of 
California record, the attorney in question 
was disbarred Aug. 16, 2010 for “Harm: 
Respondent’s misconduct harmed signifi-
cantly a client, the public or the adminis-
tration of justice” and for “Multiple/Pattern 
Misconduct: Respondent’s current miscon-
duct evidences multiple acts of wrongdoing 
or demonstrates a pattern of misconduct.” 
According to the file, the disbarred attorney 
set up several law firms and took on clients 

to help negotiate settlements or restructure 
clients’ mortgages or debts. The firm prom-
ised a seventy percent refund explicitly if 
the lawyer could not obtain a decent modi-
fication or settlement; though he failed to 
follow through for many clients. His mis-
conduct involved over 80 separate client 
matters. The disbarred attorney told many 
of the clients to stop paying their mortgage 
or debts. A number of the clients lost their 
homes, were sued by their lenders, or had 
to declare bankruptcy. The Cal Bar ordered 
the attorney to repay his former clients in 
full restitution plus 10 percent interest. Ac-
cording to the file, he owed over $500,000, 
though some of clients may have received 
partial refund sums.

The associate then confronted the partner 
again, showing him what she had found and 
citing all the rules of professional respon-
sibility being violated, Green continued.  
Dinicola said the two associate attorneys 
told the partner to fire or limit the disbarred 
attorney’s activity with the company, or they 
would walk. The managing partner let them 
walk, Dinicola said, and the Chapman in-
terns left at this point as well.

Nate Malm, 2L, said he was the first intern 
to inform Chapman of the problems. “I was 
the first to report the situation to the very 
alarmed [Career Services Office] (CSO),” 
he said. “Suzanna Adelizi, the CSO director, 

immediately did everything she could to 
rectify the situation and to help me find an 
internship for the rest of the summer.”

“I have never encountered a situation in 
my time here where a disbarred attorney 
was working under an AKA acting as a su-
pervisor to law clerks,” Adelizi said of the 
situation.

Adelizi said that the CSO generally 
checks with the California Bar about attor-
neys seeking to post jobs, but since it was 
new, there was not much information avail-
able and certainly no red flags. 

Adelizi learned more about the situation 
from one of the firm’s former associate at-
torneys who walked because that associate 
is a Chapman alumnus. Once Malm spoke 
with her, Adelizi then contacted all Chap-
man students affiliated with the firm to ad-
vise them and help them find new intern-
ships.

“I informed senior administrators, in-
cluding Dean Bogart,” she said. “I then 
reached out to the students … I also in-
formed our other counselors in Career Ser-
vices of the situation so that they would be 
aware of the situation and could also reach 
out to others whom they may know of who 
were working for the firm.”

She also checked Symplicity to verify 
the firm had no new postings. Green and 
Dinicola both said they originally found the 

internship on Symplicity. While Chapman 
reviews the posts, Adelizi said, the firm was 
new, and there was nothing negative to be 
found. Now though, she continued, CSO 
has added the firm to its records of prob-
lematic employers, and the firm will not be 
allowed to participate in any Chapman Law 
recruitment events in the future. CSO en-
courages students to research potential em-
ployers, Adelizi said, and reminds students 
that Chapman posts a disclaimer about 
Symplicity in regard to job postings.

“In addition, if during the interview pro-
cess a student notes anything that is ques-
tionable about an employer’s behavior, 
questions that they are asked or they ob-
serve something in the firm’s environment 
that seems suspicious, they should pay at-
tention to that and think twice before ac-
cepting an offer,” she said. “We would also 
want a student to bring issues of concern to 
our attention so that we can help a student 
with his or her decision-making process 
and provide guidance and be aware of em-
ployers that we would not recommend to 
our students.”

Malm, Green, Cote, and Dinicola agreed 
that researching firms is important, to trust 
gut feelings, and seek assistance from the 
CSO.“I recommend searching for an intern-
ship early,” Malm said. “Utilizing the CSO 
is a must!”
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Lauren Crecelius
Managing Editor

The Current Job Market in Perspective
Geoffrey Lerew

The JD/MBA joint degree program offers Chapman Law stu-
dents the ability to earn both degrees in four years, while it would 
take five years to earn them separately. An additional year of grad-
uate-level courses is a significant investment of time and money, 
but the advantages of such an education can be valuable to gradu-
ates seeking to expand their marketability. It offers a unique set 
of skills in an increasingly competitive job market and struggling 
economy. 

Although, the business-minded subject matter of the Argyros 
School of Business and Economics is quite divergent from that of 
the Law School, students in the program agree that the additional 
degree improves and enhances their law degree. 4L Hannah Elisha 
says the dual degree will make her a “more dynamic and versatile 
professional,” while Chelsey Newsom wants to be “more market-
able” in today’s challenging job market. 

JD/MBA graduate Mason Waite says the dual degree has given 
him the skill set to “handle almost any situation” in the increas-
ingly intersecting spheres of law and business.

The first year of the joint program at Chapman is the typical 1L 
year, but while their classmates complete their 2L year of education 
at the Law School, JD/MBA students are at the Business School for 
the entirety of their second year. The last two years are a mixture 
of classes in both schools. Naturally, this results in a certain degree 
of separation between the student and the law school, but it is by 
no means a permanent or substantial one. All the students inter-
viewed agreed that maintaining a connection with the Law School 
while at the business school was very possible, especially through 
extracurricular activities and student organizations, such as the 
Business and Investment Law. 

Scheduled breaks and finals, however, do not correspond en-
tirely, and MBA elective choices are restricted. 

Among students’ favorite aspects of the dual-degree program 
are the ability to space out their law courses over four years, to 
foster a strong and well-developed skill set, and to engage in ex-
panded extracurricular opportunities.

Application deadlines for Round 1, 2 and 3 decisions are Janu-
ary 27, March 2 and April 13, respectively.

INTERNS 

BEWARE!
A Cautionary Tale of Scandal and the Workplace

Earn Two Degrees in Four Years with JD/MBA Joint Degree
Geoffrey Lerew



While almost every-
one I know in law school 
was preparing to have a 
long summer of local law 
firm experience, I was on 
a flight to Southeast Asia; 
Ho Chi Minh City, Viet-
nam to be exact. 

It all started on a warm 
November afternoon in 
Southern California. I 
was sitting in a meeting 
listening to a speaker 
promise “summer travel,” “for credit” 
and, especially enticing, “loans will cover 
it”. I couldn’t believe my ears. The speak-
er was Alane De Luca from Suffolk Law 
School in Boston. She was talking about 
the opportunities for those interested in 
international law or those interested in 
working and studying abroad. She boast-
ed a 99 percent placement rate and stated 
that all you had to do was apply. Nothing 
could have sounded better than a sum-
mer abroad, learning, working, and gain-
ing experience. I turned in everything 
and ended up with two offers and one 
very big decision to make. 

I ended up choosing Vietnam for 
the cultural experience and for its close 
proximity to other countries that I could 
travel to. I was placed at an international 
investment banking firm where I worked 
directly under the general counsel. It was 

an amazing experience to say the least. I 
worked on board resolutions, power of 
attorneys, and reviewed internal docu-
ments. I met people from all over the 
world and from all walks of life. While in 
Vietnam, I was able to travel all around 
the central and southern parts of the 
country, seeing cities such as DaNang, 
Hoi An, DaLat and Nha Trang. I saw 
beautiful beaches, breathtaking pagodas, 
and met people I would have otherwise 
never had the opportunity to meet. I was 
working at a large firm and so while the 
majority of employees were Vietnamese, 
there were also Canadians, Singaporeans, 
Australians, Americans and Malaysians 
working with me. Most of the Vietnam-
ese employees spoke English and were 
more than willing to assist me with learn-
ing a few words. This was essential as 
most Vietnamese do not speak English. 

Needless to say, my first 
couple weeks I had a 
lot of difficulty getting 
around.

With help from my 
boss, who was born in 
Vietnam but grew up 
in Southern Califor-
nia, I was able to find a 
month-to-month short 
stay apartment. It was a 
quick cab ride to work 
everyday and had a very 
lively neighborhood 
surrounding it. I met 
another American law 

student working for a local firm and had 
an instant travel buddy, which I found to 
be safer and more enjoyable than doing 
everything by myself. My externship last-
ed 6 weeks in total, though it really flew 
by. After I left Vietnam, I had the oppor-
tunity to travel to Indonesia and Austra-
lia; both of which were amazing.

I know it seems impossible to gain ex-
perience while doing something as excit-
ing as traveling, but I’m here to tell you 
that not only is it possible,  it is actually 
relatively easy. Later this year the Interna-
tional Law Society will welcome the same 
speaker back and you too can see what a 
wonderful opportunity this is.If you wish 
to know more about this opportunity 
and/or my experience, please feel free to 
e-mail me at: brown211@mail.chapman.
edu.
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Working Abroad: Vietnam
Jessie Brownell
Senior Editor

Exotic locales and beautiful people.  
History brought to life and new friends 
made for life.  Inside views of world-class 
cities and outside classes with world-class 
views.  Tranquil self-reflection and care-
free celebration—perhaps graduate soon-
er; probably pay off loans later.  Such is 
the lot of the student who studies abroad; 
should you consider becoming one?  The 
answer is eyeball-rollingly lawyerish: it 
depends. 

The popularity of study abroad pro-
grams is obvious: students travel to the 
destination of their dreams, immersing 
themselves in a foreign culture for weeks 
at a time, all while advancing their aca-
demic and career goals.  It’s a working 
vacation, easy on the working.  If you 
choose to study abroad, you may return 
with a lighter class load or—if you play 
your cards right—early graduation.  Re-
gardless, upon return you’ll have more 
time to devote to focused study and high-
er grades, more relaxed bar preparation, 
or that career-boosting part-time em-
ployment you never thought you could 
fit in.  Combine the enrichment that re-
sults from stepping away from a hectic 
(or mundane) life, and the edification in 
exposure to a foreign legal environment, 
and you have one attractive package.  You 
can even get student loans to foot the bill!  
What’s not to love?

Depending on your situation, perhaps 
more than you would like. 

While some employers might get weak 
in the knees upon learning what a re-
splendently adventurous sort you are, 
the tragic fact remains that others will 

think you are a slacker.  While in some 
interviews, your travels might be a fabu-
lous talking point, in others concerned 
eyebrows may rise among those who de-
mand from their applicants the more tra-
ditional tokens of devotion.  You would 
do well to consult those in your industry 
of choice to learn whether studies abroad 
are a boon or a bane.  Then again, this is 
your life, and you only get one go.  If not 
now, when? 

Logistical challenges also surface: 
Are you the type who longs for practi-
cal experience in the way of externships, 
clinics, competitions, and the like?  You 
might regret depleting available Pass/Fail 
credits by studying abroad.  Will you have 
credits available for a full-time externship 
after transferring in all your study abroad 
credits?  Likely not.  Further, some pro-
grams’ grades transfer as Pass/Fail, while 
others’ grades count toward GPA.  How 
hard do you want to work?  If you need 
to boost that GPA, officially sanctioned 
programs can be just the ticket; if you 
prefer to experience a more “cultural” 
immersion, you’ll need to seek that Pass/
Fail program.

Still interested?  Consider some of the 
following factors when examining pro-
gram offerings (try to speak with students 
who have participated in prior years; if 
you know none, ask for references): 

How many cities does your program 
visit?  Most are in one locale; others 
visit multiple cities, offering you more 
breadth—but perhaps less depth.

Where will you stay?  Having to ar-
range your own housing can be terrify-
ing if you don’t know the neighborhoods, 
but you could also score and wind up the 

envy of everyone.  Some programs place 
you in their accommodations, which can 
range from awesome to inconvenient to 
unpalatable.

How about the quality and quantity of 
field trips?  Is your program replete with 
opportunities to visit courts, law firms, 
legislatures, museums and diverse or-
ganizations—all fabulous opportunities 
that non-students may never get—or will 
you be planted in a classroom nearly ev-
ery moment?

Will you have foreign or American 
professors?  Native professors can offer 
fascinating perspectives—but their lec-
turing styles can also leave you pining for 
the good ol’ Socratic Method.

Who will be your classmates?  Bear 
in mind that some destinations attract 
mostly a certain demographic, and that 
few winter or summer programs put you 
in class with locals. 

If you’ve made up your mind to go, 
have been accepted to the program, and 
are about to buy your tickets, congratula-
tions!  You’ll likely have made one of the 
happiest decisions of your life.  Just keep 
the following in mind:

BEFORE YOU GO
Get approval from home. Check with 

the registrar, and know that you may 
need to submit a petition to have your 
program approved.  Pro bono work is 
good; pro bono study (with tuition) is 
unfortunate.

Have a back-up plan.  Avoid being 
stuck at home, jobless, because your pro-
gram was canceled due to low enrollment 

You Can Study Abroad ... But Should You?
Luke Salava

see Study, page 11 exception of the last sentence of the se-
ries. If you have read the book, then you 
know what I am talking about. When 
you read the books, you are immersed 
in an refreshingly original fantasy world 
full of Thestrals, Nargles, Deluminators 
and Sorting Hats. Each flip of the page 
is increasingly exciting. Add in the wit 
displayed on Potter fan-sites and Lord_
Voldemort 7’s Twitter feed, and you can 
see the intelligence of other members of 
the Potter community. 

Lastly, the books are timeless. I re-read 
the last book over the summer after see-
ing the last film so I could compare the 
two. The movies do a brilliant job of cap-
turing the magic of the books, but there 

is always something to be said about 
using your own imagination. Although 
it has been four years since I first read 
this book, I was still just as engrossed in 
it as the last time. For a children’s book, 
there are thought-provoking themes that 
people of any age can ponder, such as 
the meaning of life and death: “why had 
[Harry] never appreciated what a miracle 
he was, brain and nerve and bounding 
heart. It would all be gone…or at least, he 
would be gone from it” (692). Frankly, no 
one can deny the awesomeness of a book 
when both ten and seventy-year olds can 
appreciate the complexity of the charac-
ters and experience pure joy in reading it.

I personally could not imagine my life 
without Harry Potter. But, since I have 
him, “all is well.”

I would end my article here, but, in 
my opinion, those three words are not a 
respectable ending to any writing. They 
even go so far as to leave a horrible taste 
in my mouth that I cannot get rid of. 
Here’s how I would have ended it: “Hed-
wig looked down from bird heaven at the 
young wizards and witches below and 
gave a satisfying ‘hoot.’ Harry looked up 
toward the sky, as if he heard it, and then 
felt a sense of peace. Harry’s scar has not 
hurt him for nineteen years, and this hoot 
heard yonder in the distance was an af-
firmation that it would never hurt again.”

Perfection! Speaking of Hedwig, I am 
still waiting on my Hogwart’s accep-
tance letter, even though it has been ten 
years…. no big deal….

Potter, from page 5
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On the 10th anniversary 
of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, 
Chapman Law students gath-
ered at the Angels vs. Yankees 
game to take a break from the 
demands of school and, of 
course, to commemorate and 
honor the lives of those lost on 
that infamous day. 

The packed stadium emanat-
ed an immeasurable amount 
of American pride, from the 
thousands of flags waving to 
the combined red, white and 
blue colors of the Yankees and Angels 
jerseys. Before the first pitch, an Ameri-
can flag was draped across the field, and 
the words “We will never forget” were 
painted on the right-center field wall.  
The players and fans sat in silence as a 
video was shown on the scoreboard, re-
playing scenes that were all too familiar 
merely ten years ago.  Among the hon-
ored guests at this pre-game ceremony 

were Joe Torillo, a retired FDNY officer 
and survivor, and Robert Schiavone, a 
former member of FDNY who assisted in 
the rescue efforts.  Although the 10th an-
niversary marked a significant milestone, 
the atmosphere at the stadium that day 
was not somber, but prideful, introspec-
tive and hopeful.

Ultimately, this Student Bar Associa-
tion tradition panned out to be quite a 
successful day.  1Ls, 2Ls and 3Ls all came 

together to socialize, eat and drink, and 
enjoy some good old-fashioned Ameri-
can baseball.  

They cheered, booed, and belted out 
the words to “Take me out to the ball 
game” in between innings.  And, consis-
tent with the saying emblazoned on the 
back of our T-shirts (“There is no crying 
in law school”), no tears were shed during 
the game—despite the Angels’ loss to the 
Yankees, 6-5.

Chapman Law Angels Day: Remember 9/11
Catherine Conroy

or other concerns.
It’s common for expenses, 

even for basic necessities, to 
cost double what you would 
pay at home.  Plus, don’t over-
estimate the strength of your 
resolve to avoid going out for 
food, drink, and pricey cul-
tural excursions.  

You made it!  While you’re 
there, be aware it will likely be 
far harder to get schoolwork 
done than you’re used to.  That 
is because you’re going to (or 
at least you should) maximize 
your experience in the follow-
ing ways:

Try new things!  Unplug your TV!  Go 
experience life the way others live it.  Eat 

weird food.  Attend local festivals and 
events.  Shop at stores you’ve never heard 
of.  Find out what the local students do 

outside the classroom and join 
them.

Strike up conversations with 
strangers at sidewalk cafés.  
Make time to venture out solo, 
or with only one friend, so you 
can meet people instead of re-
maining in your comfort zone.  
Leave the waddling pack of 
Americans roaming around the 
city and blaze your own trail.

Get away from town. Rent a 
car or take advantage of cheap 
seats on the train or budget air-
lines.  You’re unlikely to remem-
ber your epic Saturday nights 
at the bar nearly as vividly and 
as fondly as you will remember 

your epic weekend getaways.
 Happy trails!

Study, from page 8

It’s been ten years since the day that 
changed everything, an entire decade 
since the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 
ended nearly 3,000 human lives, and de-
stroyed the largest buildings in the New 
York City skyline in a repugnant scheme 
of hatred and violence.

Every anniversary since then has been 
a day marked by mourning and remem-
brance, and this year, the tenth anniver-
sary, has been especially so.  Not since the 
first has there been as much focus and 
emotion surrounding the anniversary of 
the attacks.

The site of the most fatal and visible 
attacks, Ground Zero, was the site of the 
largest memorial event, with President 
Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle 
Obama, former president George W. 
Bush and former first lady Laura Bush, in 
attendance along with the family mem-
bers of those killed in the attacks and a 
crowd of thousands. Together, the two 
presidents laid a wreath for the fallen. 

Numerous other events were held 
throughout New York City, including a 
concert at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, a me-
morial for members of the New York Fire 
Department at the New York City Fire 
Museum, and the floating of Japanese 
lanterns with the names of deceased at 
Pier 40 on the Hudson. 

Closer to home, numerous events 
throughout Orange County were held 

to mark the anniversary of the national 
tragedy, including one on Sept. 5 where 
over a thousand people attended a cer-
emony at the Nixon Presidential Library 
in Yorba Linda for the arrival of artifacts 
from Ground Zero that were donated 
as gifts from the FDNY to the Orange 
County Fire Association for their assis-
tance in the aftermath of the attacks.  

Chapman University held several of its 
own memorial events this week.  

On Friday, Sept. 9, the Military Law 
Institute held an open house event, be-
ginning with a gathering around the 
Old Glory and a moment of quiet reflec-
tion during the playing of taps. Sept. 10 
was the university’s 9/11 National Day 
of Service, with volunteers offering up 
their time to help the O.C. Coastkeepers 
protect and restore local waterways. Vol-
unteers worked to, among other things, 
build a bridge, remove weeds, and dig ir-
rigation ditches. 

On the actual anniversary, two events 
were planned: at 12:35 Chapman Law 
Students went to the Angels Stadium to 
see the Angels play off against the New 
York Yankees. A 9/11 remembrance was 
held before the start of the game, combin-
ing somber recollection with the greatest 
of responses to terrorism: continuing to 
live and enjoy life. At 6 p.m. an interfaith 
memorial service was held in the Wallace 
All Faiths Chapel at the Fish Interfaith 
center. 

The service featured community mem-

bers and students sharing their grief, 
recollections and hopes, while enjoying 
music, poetry, and refreshments after the 
event.

This anniversary also designates the 
point at which the events seem distant 
enough that we can try to start making 
some sense of them. Dean Jayne Kacer 
shared her thoughts.

Two weeks after 9/11 Dean Kacer and 
her family went to New York, where they 
saw the aftermath of the attacks in the 
New York subways. 

“(T)here were all these flyers that peo-
ple had put up looking for their lost fam-
ily members. Just going down and see-
ing them and reading them and putting 
yourself in the place of the person look-
ing for their family member, I stood there 
reading them and crying in the subway 
station.” 

During the trip, Kacer’s family also at-
tended an especially emotional Yankees 
game where the crowd sang “Take me out 
to the ball game” and “God Bless Ameri-
ca” during the seventh inning stretch. 

“Standing there, in New York City, 
in Yankee Stadium, singing ‘God Bless 
America’, was a very patriotic moment 
for me.”

“We were still here, not all of us were, 
but the country was still here, the coun-
try was functioning, life was moving for-
ward, and we were still all standing to-
gether,” Kacer said. 
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