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LGBTQ Country Information
Argentina
• Same-sex marriage as well as same-sex couple adoption are legal (Brocchetto, 2017).
• At the federal level, there is no general law prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation
but there are laws against homicide and assaults (ILGA, 2017).
• Buenos Aires, the capital, has a relatively welcoming climate towards the LGBT community.
Homophobia, especially against gay men, is prevalent in rural areas (Kelly, 2009, as cited by LGBT
Student Guide for Education).
• Legal and social climate significantly vary by region (LGBT Student Guide for Education).
• 13% somewhat agreed or strongly agreed that being LGBTI should be a crime (ILGA, 2016).
• About 88% felt they would not feel concerned (8% somewhat uncomfortable; 5% very
uncomfortable) if a neighbor were gay or lesbian (ILGA, 2016).
• News Sources
o Pink News: Argentina
Australia
• State and social attitude towards the LGBT community is generally more progressive than in the
US (LGBT Student Guide for Education).
• Discriminatory treatment of same-sex sexual acts under the criminal law remains a problem
across a small number of states in Australia.
• In the past year, LGBT marriage equality legislation was stalled and the Safe Schools education
inclusion program faced opposition by the current Liberal-National Government (ILGA, 2017).
• Tolerance levels vary by region, and cities are generally more accepting of the LGBT community
than rural areas (LGBT Student Guide for Education).
• Depending on the destination, LGBT travelers to Australia may even find themselves more
comfortable being "out" than they do at home (LGBT Student Guide for Education).
• Most LGBT organizations are concentrated in the Victoria region between Melbourne and
Sydney, site of the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras, one of the largest LGBT events in the
world (LGBT Student Guide for Education).
• Regardless of the high acceptance levels, students should still research LGBT-relevant current
events before traveling. Students may also want to enjoy LGBT celebrations and events while in
Australia (LGBT Student Guide for Education).
• Resources
o Gender Centre (Services for the Transgender and Gender Diverse Community)
o Gay and Lesbian Tourism Australia
o A Definitive Timeline of LGBT+ Rights in Australia
• News Sources
o Pink News: Australia
o Huffington Post: Australia Gay Rights
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o

Sydney Star Observer

Chile
• Civil unions for same sex couples was legalized in January 2016 (Slattery, 2017).
• In January 2017, President Michelle Bachelet opened a public discussion on same-sex marriage as
a step toward a same-sex marriage bill. If the bill passes, it will become the sixth country in Latin
America where same-sex couples can get married. (Dittrich, 2017)
• Despite movement toward legalization, LGBT youth in Chile feel scared due to anti-LGBT
violence (Brocchetto, 2017).
• There is a law prohibiting discrimination for employment based on sexual orientation (ILGA,
2017).
• Resources
o Map of LGBT Friendliness in Latin America
• News Sources
o Pink News: Chile
o LGBTQ Nation: Chile
China
• In May 2017, the constitutional court ruled that Taiwan’s current Civil Code, which prohibits gay
marriage, violates the constitution’s guarantees of freedom of marriage and people’s equality
(Smith, 2017). They have given Taiwan’s parliament two years to change the law and implement
the ruling (Smith, 2017). This would make Taiwan the first Asian country to legalize same-sex
marriage (Smith, 2017). Impacted by this movement, the subject of LGBT rights has become a hot
topic in mainland China (Wu, 2017).
• Over the years, attitudes toward the LGBT community have generally moved from taboo to
tolerance (ILGA, 2017). It depends on the location, however (LGBT Student Guide for Education
Abroad).
• An annual Shanghai Pride event began in 2009.
• At the political level LGBT rights are still largely ignored (Speelman, 2013).
• As of April 2010, homosexual relations are legal in China, though there is still no national
recognition of same sex partnerships or gay adoption rights (ILGA, 2017).
• There is an absence of non-discrimination laws (Guilbert, 2015). For example, China’s Labor Law
discrimination in employment on the basis of ethnicity, religion, and sex is illegal, but it is not
against the law to discriminate based on sexual orientation and gender identity (ILGA, 2017).
• The cultural pressure to continue the family line has led many gay men (and presumably lesbians
as well) to enter heterosexual marriages, creating a subculture of unhappy men and women
trapped in loveless marriages (Collateral Damage: Neither Comrades nor Spouses, 2010; LGBT
Student Guide for Education Abroad).
• Resources:
o Beijing LGBT Center
 Facebook Page
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News Sources
o Pink News: China
o Huffington Post: China LGBT Rights
o Huffington Post: China Gay Rights
o LGBTQ Nation: China

Costa Rica
• Homosexual relations were made legal in 1971, but same sex partnerships are still not recognized
on a national level (ILGA, 2017).
• Discrimination in employment on the basis of sexual orientation is illegal (ILGA, 2017).
• There is general loyalty to the anti-LGBT Catholic Church and machismo, both of which breed
homophobia (LGBT Student Guide for Education Abroad).
• The capital, San Jose, is more socially liberal and friendly to the LGBT community (LGBT Student
Guide for Education Abroad).
• News Sources
o Pink News; Costa Rica
o Huffington Post: Costa Rica Gay Rights

Czech Republic
• The legal and social climate in the Czech Republic is relatively LGBT-friendly compared to other
parts of Eastern Europe (LGBT Student Guide for Education Abroad)
• Discrimination in employment, social security and healthcare, education, access to and the supply
of goods and services (including housing) on the basis of sexual orientation is illegal (ILGA,
2017).
• Same-sex civil unions (but not same-sex adoption) were made legal in 2006 (ILGA, 2017).
• There is an annual August Prague Pride event that began in 2011 and the long-running Mezipatra
Queer Film Festival in the fall (Chauvin, 2015).
• Since the majority of the population are non-religious or atheistic, there is little religious
opposition against the LGBT community (Chauvin, 2015).
• Regardless of the high acceptance levels, students should still research LGBT-relevant current
events before traveling (LGBT Student Guide for Education Abroad).
• News Sources
o Pink News: Czech Republic
o LGBTQ Nation: Czech Republic

France
• President Macron, who was elected in April 2017, is an advocate of equal rights for the LGBT
community. His campaign manifesto included an entire section devoted to addressing issues the
LGBT community faces. (McCormick, 2017)
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Discrimination in employment on the basis of sexual orientation and sexual identity is illegal
(ILGA, 2017).
Homosexual civil partnerships, marriages, joint adoption, and second parent adoption are
legalized (ILGA, 2017). However, social attitudes toward the LGBT community vary, and the
opposing minority is very vocal, especially on social media, when it comes to anti-LGBT
sentiments (Marquis, 2017).
In 2010, France became the first country in the world to remove transsexualism from the list of
mental disorders (Faure, 2010). Then in 2016, it became legal for transgender individuals to
change their names without a sex-change operation, which required extensive medical and
psychiatric evaluations (BBC, 2016). However, they are still required to go to court to recognize
their gender change (BBC, 2016).
News Sources
o Pink News: France
o Huffington Post: France Gay Rights
o LGBTQ Nation: France

Germany
• In June 2017, German lower house of parliament approved same-sex marriage and adoption. It
seems likely that the upper house will approve as well and it may be made into law by early fall of
2017. (Smale and Shimer, 2017)
• Discrimination in employment on the basis of sexual orientation is illegal (ILGA, 2017).
• Same-sex civil partnerships and second parent adoption rights are recognized at the national level
(ILGA, 2017).
• Though Germany is considered fairly progressive when it comes to LGBT rights, there is still
strong opposition among the population. Areas such as Bavaria that are linked closely to the
Catholic Church may tend to be more conservative and less welcoming toward the LGBT
community. Many urban areas, such as Berlin, are liberal and welcoming toward the LGBT
community. (LGBT Student Guide for Education Abroad)
• News Sources
o Pink News: Germany
o LGBT Germany
o LGBTQ Nation: Germany

Ireland
• Citizens can legally change gender through a simple process that does not require medical
documentation. Non-binary individuals are still not legally recognized, however. (Jackman, July
2017).
• Prime Minister Leo Varadkar took office in June 2017, being the first openly gay head of
government in Ireland (Jackman, July 2017).
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Japan

Many colleges have implemented gender-neutral bathrooms (Jackman, June 2017).
Discrimination in employment, housing, provision of goods and services, and non-religious
educational establishments on the basis of sexual orientation is illegal (ILGA, 2017).
In 2015, Ireland legalized same-sex marriage on a national level (ILGA, 2017).
News Sources
o Pink News: Ireland
o LGBTQ Nation: Ireland
o Irish Central: LGBT

Israel has some of the most advanced LGBTQ rights in the Middle East
Tel Aviv has hosts Pride parades (Gay Tel Aviv Guide)
Discrimination in employment on the basis of “sexual tendencies” is illegal (ILGA, 2017).
There is no specific law recognizing marriage but through case law, same-sex cohabitants have
rights equivalent to married couples, including joint adoption (ILGA, 2017).
Tel Aviv https://www.gaytelavivguide.com/
News Sources
o Pink News: Israel
o Huffington Post: Israel Gay Rights
o LGBTQ Nation: Israel
o Keshet UK

Same-sex civil partnership is recognized at a national level, but marriage is not (ILGA, 2017).
Discrimination in employment on the basis of sexual orientation is illegal (ILGA, 2017).
Italy’s LGBT movement is impacted by the strong presence of the Roman Catholic Church
combined with the progressive trends of the European Union (LGBT Student Guide for
Education Abroad).
Social attitudes toward the LGBT community throughout Italian cities are generally welcoming
(LGBT Student Guide for Education Abroad).
Rome hosts an annual Pride festival as well as LGBT-friendly establishments (LGBT Student
Guide for Education Abroad).
News Sources
o Pink News: Italy
o Huffington Post: Italy LGBT Rights
o Huffington Post: Italy Gay Rights
o LGBTQ Nation: Italy
o Italia Mia: Italian Gay News in English
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According to Kaneko (2010), as cited by LGBT Student Guide for Education Abroad, fashion
trends have brought about general cultural acceptance of more fluid physical expressions of
gender. For example, many fashion-forward Japanese heterosexual men have adopted fads such as
long hair and skirts and kilts, which has blurred the lines of gender-related stereotypes.
In March 2017, Japan updated the Basic Policy for the Prevention of Bullying, which protects
sexual and gender minority students (ILGA, 2017).
Also in March 2017, the first openly transgender man was elected to office. The first openly
transgender woman was elected to office back in 2003. (Rook, 2017)
A study found that over 60% of the 6000 teachers surveyed thought LGBT issues should be
included in educational curriculums. Despite this data, the Japanese government decided not to
include LGBT issues in near-future curricula, which means it may be another 10 years (2027)
before these issues can be taught as part of the curriculum. (Jackman, 2017)
The above survey results also showed that more than half of LGBT students faced homophobic
bullying at school. (Jackman, 2017)
Although same-sex civil relationships are legal, marriages are not (LGBT Student Guide for
Education Abroad). As of March 2015, Shibuya is the only district in Japan that recognizes samesex marriage (Kageyama, 2015).
Tokyo hosts an annual Rainbow Pride event.
News Sources
o Pink News: Japan
o Huffington Post: Japan Gay Rights
o LGBTQ Nation: Japan
o Japan Times: LGBT News

Jordan
• Same-sex sexual activity is legalized in Jordan, making the country more advanced in comparison
to other countries in the Middle East. However, people can be punished for public affection
according to the morality code. (ILGA, 2017)
• A 2013 Pew Research poll showed that 97% of the population rejected homosexuality (The Global
Divide on Homosexuality, 2013).
• In 2016, an LGBT-focused magazine called My.Kali was published in Arabic for the first time,
though it had been live in English for eight years previously. It received much criticism from
Jordanians. It was shut down by the government authorities in June 2016. (Lieber, 2016;
Beresford, 2017)

Morocco
• It is advised that gay couples refrain from public displays of affection and seek out gay-friendly
communities. Police may leave foreign gay men alone. However, Moroccan gay men face
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difficulty with the law, may be looked down upon and rejected by their families, dismissed with
the Maghrebi Arabic slur zamel. (Hoare, 2015)
Same sex acts are punishable by a penalty between a month and ten years imprisonment (Van Der
Westhuizen, 2009, as cited by ILGA, 2017). These laws often apply only to male-to-male sexual
acts and include no penalties for lesbian acts.
Resources
o Gay Travel in Morocco: An Overview
News Sources
o Pink News: Morocco
o LGBTQ Nation: Morocco

Netherlands
• LGBT rights in the Netherlands are some of the most progressive in the world (Duffy, 2017).
• The Netherlands was the first country in the world to legalize same-sex marriage (ILGA, 2017).
• Adoption by same-sex couples as well as second parent adoption are legal (ILGA, 2017).
• Discrimination in employment, housing, social services, health care, cultural affairs or education
on the basis of sexual orientation is illegal (ILGA, 2017).
• Amsterdam hosts an annual Gay Pride canal parade.
• Amsterdam is home to the Homomonument, a commemorative piece to honor those who
identified as gay and lesbian during WWII and lost their lives. It also commemorates those who
have been oppressed and persecuted since then. Next to the Homomonument sits Pink Point,
Amsterdam’s official gay and lesbian information kiosk. (I amsterdam)
• News Sources
o Pink News: Netherlands
o LGBTQ Nation: Netherlands

New Zealand
• In 2013, New Zealand became the first country in the Asia-Pacific region to legalize marriage
between two people regardless of their sex, sexual orientation, or gender identity. This also
included same-sex couple adoption and second parent adoption (ILGA, 2017).
• Discrimination in employment on the basis of sexual orientation is illegal (ILGA, 2017).
• In July 2017, the Parliament issued a formal apology for the country’s historical anti-LGBT laws
(Duffy, 3017).
• News Sources
o Pink News: New Zealand
o Huffington Post: New Zealand Gay Rights
o LGBTQ Nation: Oceania
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Norway
• Norway is one of the most LGBT-friendly countries that gay tourists can visit (Mapes, 2017).
Children can have their sexual identity reversed on their birth certificates, passports, and any
official document without a formal medical diagnosis (Taylor, 2017).
• Norway generally views gay couples holding hands or sharing a kiss in public as norms (Mapes,
2017).
• Discrimination in employment on the basis of sexual orientation is illegal (ILGA, 2017).
• Same-sex marriage has been legal since 2009 (Taylor, 2017).
• Major gay events in Norway: the Raballder Sports Cup, the Scandinavian Ski Pride, Gay Week,
the Parodi Grand Prix, and the Oslo Pride Festival (Mapes, 2017).
• King Herald of Norway gave a speech in September 2016 saying, “Norwegians are girls who love
girls, boys who love boys, and girls and boys who love each other” (Associated Press, 2016).
• News Sources
o LGBTQ Nation: Norway
South Africa
• Cape Town is the most popular destination for LGBT tourists in South Africa. It is referred to as
“Pink City” and the gay capital of the continent of Africa (Jordan, 2014).
• “In 1996, South Africa became the first country in the world to explicitly prohibit discrimination
based on sexual orientation” (Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice, 2015).
• A 2013 Pew Research poll showed that 61% of the population rejected homosexuality. This was
low compared to other countries in Africa, such as Kenya (90%), Uganda (96%), Ghana (96%),
Senegal (96%), and Nigeria (98%). (The Global Divide on Homosexuality, 2013)
• In 2014, South Africa elected the first openly gay, black man—Zakhele Mbhele—as Member of
Parliament (Staff Reports, 2014).
• Although the law allows people to legally change their gender on official documents, there are
many who have been denied this right (Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice, 2015).
• Same-sex marriages and adoption are legal (Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice, 2015).
• Discrimination in employment on the basis of sexual orientation is illegal (ILGA, 2017).
• Class stratification often impacts level of acceptance for the LGBT community; those who are in
higher socioeconomic classes may not experience as much prejudice as those in lower classes
(Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice, 2015).
• News Sources
o Pink News South Africa
o LGBTQ Nation: South Africa

South Korea
• Male and female homosexual relationships are legal but same-sex civil unions, marriages, and
partnership benefits are currently not legally recognized (ILGA, 2017).
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There is no protection against discrimination in employment on the basis of sexual orientation
(ILGA, 2017). Political stigma is elevated in the military, in which gay men are banned from
engaging in homosexual activity and can be punished by up to two years imprisonment according
to the military penal code (Associated Press, 2017).
South Koreans in the LGBT community are more likely to be “out” around friends than in the
public sphere. However, in “kijicho’on,” or areas near military bases that the government has
specifically designated for tourists, the social stigma is somewhat suspended. In these areas, there
are different legal standards compared to the rest of the country as well. (LGBT Student Guide for
Education Abroad)
In 2014, Seoul’s mayor, Won Soon Park, did not acknowledge the Seoul Charter of Human
Rights, which outlined protections against discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender
identity. According to the Korea Times and Advocates, the government’s delay in adopting the
charter was apparently due to major objections by conservative Christian groups (Kim, 2014).
News Sources
o Huffington Post: South Korea Gay Rights
o LGBTQ Nation: South Korea

Spain
• Same-sex marriage was legalized back in 2005, making Spain one of the most progressive and
LGBT-friendly places in the world (ILGA, 2017).
• Homosexual marriages, joint adoption, and second parent adoption are legalized (ILGA, 2017).
• Discrimination in employment, social protection, social security and healthcare, education, and
access to and supply of goods and services, including housing, on the basis of sexual orientation is
illegal (ILGA, 2017). However, discrimination in employment based on gender identity is not
banned nationwide (Taylor, 2017).
• Barcelona is one of the most gay-friendly cities in Spain (Gay in Spain). It hosts the annual Pride
Barcelona festival.
• There are many LGBT organizations throughout the country, such as the nationwide
organization Federation of Lesbians, Gays, Transsexuals and Bisexuals (FELGBT) and an
organization called COGAM, which is an LGBT Center located in Madrid (LGBT Student Guide
for Education Abroad).
• LGBT students visiting major will find a number of LGBT-friendly establishments (LGBT Student
Guide for Education Abroad).
• Resources
o Global Gayz: Spain
• News Sources
o Huffington Post: Spain Gay Rights
o LGBTQ Nation: Spain
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Sweden
• Homosexual marriages, joint adoption, and second parent adoption are legalized (ILGA, 2017).
• The law mandates equality and non-discrimination in employment, housing, social protection,
social security and healthcare, and education on the basis of sexual orientation (ILGA, 2017).
• Sweden is generally an LGBT-friendly country. Some people attribute this to the socially liberal
nature of the Lutheran Church of Sweden. (LGBT Student Guide for Education Abroad)
• A huge Stockholm Pride Festival is held every year in the capital.
• Resources
o QX: LGBT news and map of LGBT-friendly establishments
• News Sources
o LGBTQ Nation: Sweden

Taiwan
• The public is generally friendly toward the LGBTQ community. You will see many gay men and
lesbian women holding hands in public. There is an opposing crowd, however, so it is not always
considered acceptable, and families are not always supportive of LGBTQ members. (Smith, 2017
and Barnes, n.d.)
• In May 2017, the constitutional court ruled that Taiwan’s current Civil Code, which prohibits gay
marriage, violates the constitution’s guarantees of freedom of marriage and people’s equality.
They have given Taiwan’s parliament two years to change the law and implement the ruling. This
would make Taiwan the first Asian country to legalize same-sex marriage. Smith, 2017).
• Founded in 2006, Wei-ming Temple is a Taoist place of worship filled with gay congregants. The
shrine, which is located in New Taipei City, is dedicated to a deity who has watched over
homosexuals for 400 years. (Gold, 2015)
• There are laws against discrimination within employment and education based on sexual
orientation (ILGA, 2017).
• The 2016 Taiwanese documentary feature film, Small Talk, has garnered much praise. It explores
the life of Anu, a lesbian Taoist priestess. (ILGA, 2017)
• Gay Star News: Why is Taiwan the Best Place to Be Gay in Asia?
• News Sources:
o Huffington Post: Taiwan LGBT Rights
o Huffington Post: Taiwan Gay Rights
o LGBTQ Nation: Taiwan

Thailand
• According to the 2007 Thai Constitution, discrimination on the basis of gender is illegal, but there
is no clause on anti-discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity (Being LGBT in
Asia: Thailand Country Report).
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Same-sex marriage is not legalized, and a traditional interpretation of gender and family structure
is still the norm (Being LGBT in Asia: Thailand Country Report, 2014).
Thailand is known for social tolerance of transgender people, such as “katoeys” or “ladyboys,”
especially in the entertainment business (Associated Press, 2015). However, Thai people as a
whole are not yet accepting of sexual and gender minorities but may be tolerant as long as the
LGBT community remain within their social confines (Being LGBT in Asia: Thailand Country
Report, 2014).
Family acceptance is a major issue for the LGBT community since showing respect to parents as
well as upholding a family reputation are prominent values in Thai culture (Being LGBT in Asia:
Thailand Country Report, 2014).
Most Thais associate themselves with Theravada Buddhism, a religion that has negative views of
non-traditional sexual orientation and gender identity. It views them as results of a punishment
from sins of past lives or as a lack of ability to control sexual tendencies and impulses. About 5%
of Thai people are Muslim, and are largely populated in the southern provinces. Due to
conservative and traditional views on sexual orientation and gender identity, these areas are
generally not LGBT-friendly (Being LGBT in Asia: Thailand Country Report, 2014)
An international beauty pageant for transgender people is held every year. (Associated Press,
2015)
Transgender individuals cannot change their gender on official documents (Being LGBT in Asia:
Thailand Country Report, 2014).
News Sources
o Huffington Post: Thailand Transgender
o Huffington Post: Thailand Gay Rights
o NDTV: Thailand LGBT Rights

United Kingdom
• The United Kingdom is generally progressive when it comes to the political and legal rights of the
LGBT community (LGBT Student Guide for Education Abroad).
• Same-sex marriage, joint adoption, second parent adoption are legal in England, Scotland and
Wales, but not in Northern Ireland (ILGA, 2017; McCormick, 2017).
• London, England has many LGBT-friendly establishments (LGBT Student Guide for Education
Abroad).
• Resources
o Stonewall: LGBT organization in England, Scotland, and Wales
• News Sources
o Pink News UK
o Huffington Post: United Kingdom LGBT
o LGBTQ Nation: United Kingdom
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Vietnam
• Homosexuality is not criminalized, but discrimination is common in the home, the workplace,
and in schools (Mosbergen, 2015).
• LGBT youth are often victims of bullying and the older generation is generally not accepting of
the LGBT community (Lomelin, 2016).
• Gay couples are not recognized or protected by law (Mosbergen, 2015).
• Traditional norms keep the LGBT community from openly sharing their sexuality with family
members (Mosbergen, 2015).
• Transgender people are unable to legally change their gender designation and may face difficulty
with officially changing their names (Mosbergen, 2015).
• News Sources
o LGBTQ Nation: Vietnam

General Info about Countries
• ILGA: 2017 Sexual Orientation Laws in the World – Overview Map
• ILGA: 2017 Sexual Orientation Laws in the World – Protection Map
• ILGA: 2017 Sexual Orientation Laws in the World – Recognition Map
• ILGA: 2017 Sexual Orientation Laws in the World – Criminalisation Map
• Gay Star News
• Human Rights Watch: Africa
• Human Rights Watch: Americas
• Human Rights Watch: Asia
• Human Rights Watch: Europe/Central Asia
• Human Rights Watch: Middle East/North Africa
• Human Rights Watch: United States

