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New Mosquitoes in Southern California 

Global travel and trade have opened doors to invasive mosquitoes. The two new 
invasive species making Southern California their home are the Asian tiger (Aedes albopictus) 
and the yellow fever (Aedes aegypti) mosquitoes. These mosquitoes adapt well to urban 
environments. Once introduced, they can thrive in our neighborhoods.  

Why Does it Matter? 

If you live or work in Southern California, you are at risk of being exposed to these 
black-and-white, daytime-biting mosquitoes. The Asian tiger and yellow fever mosquitoes can 
transmit debilitating dengue, chikungunya and dengue epidemics are expanding in the 
Americas and are growing threats to California. These mosquitoes can also transmit 
encephalitis-causing viruses and canine heartworm, which increases the health risk to our 
pets. Infected travelers can bring these viruses into California, which may result in local 
outbreaks. 

What are the Symptoms? 

Dengue Fever (“Breakbone Fever”) 

• Severe headache / eye pain 
• Severe muscle / joint pain 
• High Fever 

Yellow Fever 

• Nausea and vomiting 
• Fever 
• Can progress to jaundice, internal bleeding and shock 

Chikungunya 

• Debilitating joint / muscle pain (can last for many months) 
• Fever 

How to Find Them Around Your Yard and Inside Your Home of Office 

These mosquitoes can live and complete their life cycle either indoors or outdoors. 
Eggs are laid along the waterline of any water-holding container such as flower vases, plant 
saucers, buckets, used tires, and even plants that hold water like bamboo or bromeliads. Eggs 
can remain alive for years, and hatch into larvae when conditions are right. 
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Look for: 

• Small, black mosquitoes with white stripes 
• Mosquitoes active and biting during the day – even indoors! 
• Immature mosquitoes (larvae and pupae) swimming in stagnant water 

How to Stay Mosquito-Free 

• Remove or drill holes in the bottom of all plant pots, saucers, barrels, bins, and old 
tires 

• Do not keep water in buckets or root plant cuttings in water. Sharing plant cuttings 
can spread mosquito eggs 

• Cover trashcans, toys and recycle bins, and keep unneeded items out of the rain 
• Ensure rain barrels are properly sealed since mosquitoes can lay thousands of eggs 

inside them 
• Dump and drain any containers filled with water at least once a week 
• Clean and scrub bird baths and pet water bowl weekly  
• Dump water from potted plant saucers 
• Do not transport or share plant stems rooted in water 
• Drill a hole or puncture containers to eliminate standing water 

 

Preventing mosquito bites is key. The Orange County and Vector Control District offers the 
following tips: 

• Apply mosquito repellents to exposed skin before going outdoors; reapply as 
recommended 

• Close all unscreened doors and windows to prevent mosquitoes from entering your 
home or space; repair broken or damaged screens 

• Wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants, and opt for lighter colored clothing 
• Wear insect repellent containing DEET, Picaridin, IR 3535 or oil of lemon eucalyptus. 

 

 




