
Checklist for Review of Sponsored Research Agreements
Below is a checklist of terms generally appearing in sponsored research agreements.  It is important to review the agreement for inclusion and clarity.  Principal Investigators should find that the terms are acceptable and that they are willing and able to commit to the terms of the agreement.  The Office of Sponsored Research and Office of Legal Affairs are available for consultation.
· Definitions
· Purpose of agreement

· Scope of project

· Performance of project
· Designation of Principal Investigator

· Amendment of project

· Progress reports

· Compensation
· Billing
· Budget and schedule of payments
· Payment for accrued costs
· Institution's tax identification number
· Responsibility for taxes

· Responsibility for compliance with governmental, accreditation research permits, protocols, requirements, standards

· Publicity

· Publications
· Institution's right to publish
· Delays for patent filing
· Prior review of publications by Sponsor

· Intellectual property
· Institution ownership and determination of rights
· Licenses
· Institution gets minimum of royalty-free, non-exclusive license on any development
· Royalties


· Term of agreement

· Renewal provisions

· Termination of agreement
· Termination for cause
· Obligations continuing beyond termination date

· Relationship between the parties
· Independent contractor status
· No partnership or agency relationship

· Indemnification

· Severability

· Assignment

· Entire agreement

· Modification by signed writing 

· Waiver

· Dispute resolution through arbitration

· Insurance coverage carried by Institution and Collaborator or Sponsor
· Governing law

· Assignment

· Non-Discrimination

· ADA Compliance

· Notices

· Date and authority for signatures of parties


