
SP
EC

IA
L E

DI
TIO

N

SNAPSHOT
September 2025

AN INFOGRAPHIC NEWSLETTER AN INFOGRAPHIC NEWSLETTER OF THE INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH AND DECISION SUPPORT (IRADS) OFFICE IN 
COLLABORATION WITH FIRST-GENERATION & PROMISING FUTURES PROGRAMS

FIRST-GENERATION COLLEGE UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS
Chapman University defines a first-generation (FG) college student as a student whose parent(s)/legal guardian(s) have not completed a 
bachelor’s degree. This definition includes students whose siblings may have attended college, or their parent(s)/legal guardians attended 
college but did not finish a 4-year degree. This newsletter provides a profile of Chapman University’s first-generation undergraduate students.

FALL 2024 ENROLLMENT: COLLEGE OR SCHOOL
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ENROLLMENT: FALL 2024
Entering Undergraduate Students

319 FG First-Year

86 FG Transfer

Total FG: 1,517  (96% full-time)

TOP 4 POPULAR MAJORS - ENROLLED

24.9% Business Administration

9.8% Psychology

5.7% Health Sciences

5.1% Computer Science

DEMOGRAPHICS
Race/Ethnicity

45.7% Hispanic/Latino

23.7% White

17.0% Asian

6.0% Two or more races

3.4% Black/African American

2.5% Nonresident Alien

1.1% Unknown

0.3%
 

Native Hawaiian/ 
Other Pacific Islander

0.2% American Indian/Alaska Native

Sex

66.1% Female

33.8% Male

0.1% Nonbinary

SES-Pell

53.7% Pell Eligible

28.9% Neither

17.4% Stafford, 
not Pell

RETENTION AND GRADUATION RATES
Fall-to-Fall Graduation Rate (Fall 
2023 Entering Cohort)

Full-time first-time Baccalaureate Cohort

 

91%

FG
92%

Non-FG
92%

Overall
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Six-Year Graduation Rate (Fall 
2018 Entering Cohort)
Full-time first-time Baccalaureate Cohort
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FIRST-GENERATION COLLEGE STUDENT PROGRAMS AND ORGANIZATIONS AT CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY

• FG Summer Bridge

• FG Homecoming Social

• FG Graduation Celebration

• FG Travel Award 

• Financial Wellness Peer 
Mentoring Program

• PFP Mentoring Program

• FG Mentors

• FG Ambassadors

• SoC Trailblazers

2024 SUMMER BRIDGE
86

Attendees
35

Summer Bridge Leaders

          

For more information about first-generation college 
student programs at Chapman University, please 
email 

 
firstgen@chapman.edu.

OF THE INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH AND DECISION SUPPORT (IRADS) OFFICE IN 
COLLABORATION WITH FIRST-GENERATION & PROMISING FUTURES PROGRAMS
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2024 CIRP FRESHMAN SURVEY RESULTS

Thousands of students across the United States complete the CIRP Freshman Survey each year. The results in this newsletter profile 
Chapman University’s 2024 first-time, full-time entering students. Over 1,600 incoming first-year students were invited to complete the 
survey, resulting in a 37% overall response rate. Of the total respondents, 51 (6%) were identified as first-generation college students.

WAS CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY 
YOUR FIRST-CHOICE COLLEGE?

 

51.0%
FG

52.3%

Non-FG

HOW MANY MILES IS CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY 
FROM YOUR PERMANENT HOME?

15.7%

5 or less miles

11.8%

6-10 miles

41.2%

11-50 miles

2.0%

51-100 miles

11.8%

101-500 miles

17.6%

over 500 miles

TO WHAT EXTENT DID YOU CONSIDER WHETHER A 
COLLEGE DEGREE IS EVEN WORTHWHILE, GIVEN THE 
PANDEMIC AND THE CURRENT ECONOMY?
Percent reporting “To a Large Extent” or 
“To a Very Large Extent”

68.8%

FG
58.1%

Non-FG

LIFE GOALS Percent reporting “Essential” or “Very Important”

FG 89.1%

Being very well 
off financially

84.8%

Helping others 
who are in 
difficulty

69.6%

Becoming successful 
in a business of my 

own

69.6%

Improving my 
understanding of other 
countries and cultures

67.4%

Becoming an 
authority in my 

field

53.3%

Helping to 
promote racial 
understanding

48.9%

Becoming a 
community 

leader

42.3%

Influencing 
social values

34.7%

Influencing 
spirituality into 

my life

32.6%

Influencing 
the political 

structure

Non-
FG 83.1% 74.6% 47.5% 60.9% 47.1% 42.5% 42.4% 43.1% 35.0% 15.4%

WHY GO TO COLLEGE AT ALL?
Percent reporting “Very Important” reason 

FG Non-FG

94.0% 83.6% To get training for a 
specific career 

86.3% 84.1% To learn more about 
things that interest me

84.3% 75.7% To be able to get a better job

80.4% 66.1% To be able to make more money

78.4% 52.0% To prepare myself for graduate 
or professional school

70.6% 78.7% To gain a general education 
and appreciation of ideas

46.0% 50.3% To make me a more 
cultured person 

43.1% 26.5% To please my family

COLLEGE EXPECTATIONS
Percent reporting “Very Good Chance” 

FG Non-FG

72.1% 64.0% Participate in student clubs/groups

72.1% 55.2% Get a job to help pay for 
college expenses

53.5% 68.5% Vote in a local, state, or national election

51.2% 23.1% Get tutoring help in specific courses

39.5% 46.8% Participate in a study abroad program

32.6% 21.5% Work on a professor’s research project

27.9% 30.5% Participate in volunteer or 
community service work

18.6% 23.7% Seek personal counseling

16.3% 4.3% Participate in student government

14.0% 15.7% Join a fraternity or sorority

11.6% 8.3% Participate in student protest 
or demonstration

REASONS FOR CHOOSING CHAPMAN
Percent reporting “Very Important” reason 

FG Non-FG

75.6% 61.0% I was offered financial assistance

73.3% 63.4% The academic reputation 
of my intended major

70.5% 64.9% This college has a very good 
academic reputation 

66.7% 63.9% This college’s graduates get good jobs

50.0% 37.5% The cost of attending this college

37.8% 21.0% I wanted to live near home

32.6% 26.5% Communication with a professor

15.6% 5.6% High school counselor advised me

13.3% 14.5% My parents/relatives wanted 
me to come here

11.1% 9.6% Private college counselor advised me

11.1% 5.1% My teacher advised me

Prepared by: Institutional Research and Decision Support (IRADS) 
Chapman.edu/irads 25-1525450

https://www.Chapman.edu/irads
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