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Good Morning. 

Thank you for this opportunity to speak at this important forum. I 
appreciate the effort that has gone into setting up this channel for me to 
be able to talk with you from so far away. I am excited by the work that 
this group is performing. Each of us has a key role here. 

As the Associate Deputy Administrator for Plant Protection and 
Quarantine at USDA, I understand the value of U.S. exports – not only to 
the individual growers whose livelihoods rely on the commodities they 
grow – but also to the U.S. economy and our way of life. 

Agriculture is our country’s largest industry and employment sector, 
adding more than $330 billion to the economy and providing more than 
1 million jobs here in the United States.  

We are continuing to push to achieve President Obama’s vision of 
doubling U.S. exports. In 2015, the value of U.S. agricultural trade 
exceeded $260 billion, with U.S. agricultural exports reaching a record 
high of $150 billion. 

In PPQ, we take agriculture exports very seriously.  

Our mission is built on two pillars: 

1. Safeguarding American agriculture against the introduction, spread 
and establishment of economically and environmentally significant 
pests and disease, and 

2. Facilitating the safe trade of agricultural commodities without 
artificially moving pests through commerce. 

The United States is fortunate, we already produce some of the highest 



quality produce in the world. So, our focus in PPQ is to reduce the plant 
health risks that come with global trade, international travel, and 
agricultural smuggling. 

We accomplish this through risk assessment and analysis, policy 
development, permitting, inspections, pest identification and mitigation, 
pest detection and emergency response. 

We also help to create a fair and predictable trade system for U.S. 
agricultural products by promoting the use of science-based 
international and regional trade standards, eliminating unfair or 
unjustified trade barriers, and certifying the health of U.S. exports. 

In our endeavors, we work closely with other government agencies, 
including USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service and the Office of the 
U.S. Trade Representative to maintain a coordinated and strategic 
approach to resolving plant health trade barriers and other trade 
challenges facing U.S. agriculture. 

As we look to the future of U.S. agricultural exports, we see increasing 
opportunities for our products in foreign markets. However, there is also 
a stronger worldwide focus on international phytosanitary issues. 
While, in general, this means a more fair, predictable, and safe trade 
system, it also means that we may face stronger regulation from our 
foreign trading partners.   

The International Atomic Energy Agency-Food and Agriculture 
Organization (IAEA-FAO) is involved with many countries concerning 
the regulatory, technical and commercial status of food irradiation, 
including the experience of different countries where phytosanitary 
irradiation is already used and where irradiated fresh produce are 
offered to consumers.  

 

Irradiation as a phytosanitary treatment is something I’ve personally 
been watching for the past 15-20 years.  There is great opportunity to 



increase the phytosanitary security of commodities moving in trade.   

There is, however, great opportunity for failure if the treatment isn’t 
applied correctly or with only a partial understanding of the risks of 
failure.  Much research, training and outreach is still needed as 
acceptance of the technology expands.   

IAEA works with partners to facilitate the understanding of irradiation 
as a phytosanitary treatment for fresh produce and food processing, 
with the goals of enhanced global trade and prevention of invasive 
pests. 

As an Agency, USDA is appreciative of the collaboration among the 
IAEA Technical cooperation programme; Academia, government, and 
international organizations working together toward the goal of safe 
trade.  I want to thank Chapman University for their research and their 
work to understand the impact of irradiation on fruit quality, shelf life, 
and consumer preference. 

Forums like this one are critical to our country’s long-term success in 
the global marketplace. 

And I thank everyone who is speaking and who is participating in the 
forum for your innovation and forward thinking as we work together 
to make sure we have the necessary tools to meet phytosanitary 
challenges and secure access to global markets for our nation’s 
producers. 

Thank you! 
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