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WILLIAM R. BLACK

44 Panorama 
Phone         (949) 888-7700 

Coto de Caza, CA 92679 USA
Facsimile   (949) 888-2022

william.black@wblacklaw.com
Mobile
(949) 701-9550

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

PRIVATE LAW PRACTICE, Irvine, CA - Attorney at Law (2012 – Present).  Private practice emphasizing mergers & acquisitions, securities, corporate finance, commercial transactions, corporate governance and related litigation in state and federal courts.  Advise start up, development stage and established companies, venture capital financing, debt and equity placements, public offerings and acquisition/divestiture transactions.
· Executive in Residence,  Leatherby Center for Entrepreneurship, Chapman University

· Adjunct Professor of Law, Business Law Program, Chapman University Law School

· Executive Committee Member, Tech Coast Angels, Orange County Chapter

BAE SYSTEMS PLC, London, UK – Division Counsel (2006 – 2011).  Senior legal counsel for $2.2 billion Santa Clara, CA based division of £15 billion publicly traded multinational Defense, Aerospace and Electronics Company based in London, UK (LONDON: BA SYS) responsible for overall legal affairs in North America, strategic transactions and foreign technology sales in Europe, Latin America and Asia.
· Negotiated complex commercial and government contracts with customers, vendors and OEMs
· Handled Labor & Employment, including union and non-union facilities and immigration
· Completed over 15 International Teaming Agreements, Joint Ventures, Acquisitions and Divestitures 
· Reduced outside legal fees 40% through hands-on proactive legal practice
LANTRONIX, INC., Irvine, CA – Interim General Counsel (2005-2006).  Chief legal officer, Secretary and member of the Senior Management Committee for $50 million publicly traded United States Technology Company (NASDAQ: LTRX) in the internet connectivity hardware and software industry, responsible for worldwide legal affairs.
· Handled corporate governance and SEC reporting for US public company and multinational affiliates
· Supervised Human Resources, corporate legal staff and outside counsel
· Successfully resolved regulatory claims with the SEC
THALES, S.A., Paris, France – Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary for North America (1999-2005).  Chief legal officer, Secretary and member of the Executive Committee for $800 million North American operations of $12.5 billion publicly traded multinational Defense, Aerospace and Electronics Company based in Paris, France, (EURONEXT: ISIN FR0000121329), responsible for overall legal affairs in North America and operations in Europe, Latin America, the Middle East and Asia.
· Supervised Human Resources, corporate legal staff and outside counsel
· Completed multiple cross-border teaming agreements,  joint ventures and acquisitions
· Handled International Commercial Sales and Direct Foreign Sales
· Negotiated complex commercial and government contracts with customers, vendors and OEMs
THE L.L. KNICKERBOCKER CO., INC., Lake Forest, CA – Vice President, General Counsel, Secretary and Director (1997-1999).  Chief legal officer, Secretary and Director for $100 million publicly traded United States Consumer Products Company (NASDAQ: KNIC) in the direct marketing industry, responsible for overall legal affairs in North America, Latin America, Asia and Europe.
· Raised $100 million through private placements, initial public offering and secondary offerings

· Handled corporate governance and SEC reporting for US public company and multinational affiliates
· Acquired and established 6 new companies in North America, Latin America and Asia

· Supervised Human Resources, corporate legal staff and outside counsel
· Managed complex business, commercial and bankruptcy litigation and international arbitrations
AMCOR, LTD., Victoria, Australia – Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary for North America (1992-1997).  Chief legal officer, Secretary and member of the Senior Management Committee for $1.2 billion North American operations of $11.4 billion publicly traded multinational Industrial Products Company based in Victoria, Australia (ASX: AMC, NASDAQ: AMCR) responsible for North American legal affairs.
· Managed complex business, commercial and bankruptcy litigation and international arbitrations
· Reduced complaints and claims through implementation of policies and procedures

· Acquired and established over 12 new companies in North America and Mexico

· Supervised Human Resources, corporate legal staff and outside counsel
AMCOR DE MEXICO, S.A. DE C.V., Guadalajara, Jalisco Mexico –  Director General (CEO) (1994-1997) of $100 million multi-location Mexican manufacturing and distribution subsidiary of Amcor, Ltd.
· Took multiple corporations in Mexico from start-up to $100 million revenue in 24 months

· Line Management and P&L responsibility for 6 Mexican corporations
· Established Maquiladora and Reverse Maquiladora program status for Mexican operations
PRIVATE LAW PRACTICE, Newport Beach, CA - Attorney at Law (1990 – 1992).  Private practice emphasizing mergers & acquisitions, securities, corporate finance, commercial transactions, corporate governance and related litigation in state and federal courts.  Advised start up companies, franchising, venture capital financing, debt and equity placements, initial public offerings and acquisition searches.
· Completed numerous acquisitions and divestitures, private placements and public offerings

· Established multiple domestic and non-U.S. corporations
· Qualified expert witness in over 50 cases on business valuation, due diligence and corporate governance

GENEVA CORPORATION, Irvine, CA – Senior Vice President (1985-1990).  Senior manager in leading United States Investment Banking Firm, responsible for business valuation and consulting divisions and support of debt and equity placements and acquisition & divestiture deal making activity. 
· Line Management and P&L responsibility for 200 employees in two financial services divisions
· Directed over 3,000 business appraisals and 90 consulting assignments
· Completed 475 acquisitions and divestitures
· Achieved 40% annual growth, zero budget variance and personnel turnover under 5%

· Acquired new financial services client business in excess of $1.0 million annually

MANAGEMENT RESOURCE SERVICES CO., Chicago, IL – Director & Chief Analyst (1984-1985).  Chief of Analysis for International Consulting Firm, responsible for conducting turnarounds, reorganizations, strategic planning, management/supervisory systems installation and training, and diagnostic/prescriptive management audits of Fortune 1000 clients.
· Designed, sold and conducted consulting projects ranging from $100,000 to $2.5 million
· Generated multi-million dollar savings and 12-18 month breakeven for clients
· Achieved 80% closing ratio
DEERE & COMPANY, Moline, IL – Area Manager for Industrial Equipment division (1979-1984).   Marketing and financial manager of publicly traded International Construction and Agricultural Equipment Manufacturing Company (NYSE: DE), responsible for corporate development duties and liaison with independent equipment dealers in the Western United States and Pacific Rim.

· Increased industrial distribution market share from 14% to 20%

· Turned around $10 million equipment distributorship for Hawaii and Micronesia in Chapter 11 receivership and sold business to international trading company
EDUCATION

Santa Clara University Law School, Center for Global Law and Policy, Santa Clara, CA


LLM, Honors, 2009; International and Comparative Law
Western State University College of Law, Fullerton, CA

Juris Doctor, Honors, 1987


"President's Scholar" full scholarship recipient


Law Review Managing Editor


Honors Moot Court and three American Jurisprudence Awards

University of Denver, Denver, CO

MBA, Honors, 1981; Marketing/Finance

BSBA, Honors, 1978; Marketing/Psychology


Mu Kappa Tau Honorary Fraternity


Language Proficiency Certification Spanish


Third Degree Black Belt (Sandan) Karate

NATIONAL SECURITY CLEARANCE
Top Secret

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATIONS/AFFILIATIONS
	United States Supreme Court
	American Bar Association

	U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
	· Chair, International Business Law Division

	U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
	· Chair, Corporate Counsel Committee

	U.S. Court of International Trade
	· Chair, Aerospace-Defense Industries Committee

	U.S. District Courts of California
	· Chair, National Security Committee

	California Supreme Court 
	American Corporate Counsel Association

	Qualified Solicitor, England & Wales
	US State Dept. Subcommittee on Economic Sanctions


