Chapman University School of Law Student Bar Association

Official Minutes for September 25, 2005 at 11 a.m.

Room 378, Kennedy Hall

Members Present:  Chris Barnes, Jennifer Bender (Jen B.), Jennifer Boukidis (Jen), Hillary Bunber, Vinod Doddamani, Nakesha Dodson, Niaz Ghassemi, Daniel Josephson, Shirley Kong, Alex Kugelman, Jaclyn Kung, Adam Luetto, Gino Monteleone, Stephanie Mullen, Ryan Ortuno, Tom Pokladowski, Heather Reitz, Jennifer Schwarz (Jen S.), Flint Stebbins, Jeremy Thomas, Ruth Waggoner, Jennifer Weissburg (Jen W.), Rhonda Wilson

Members Absent:  Bryan Clavecilla, Jeff Greenman, Constance Trinh
I. Call to Order:  Jennifer Boukidis called the meeting to order at 11:05 am. 

II. Reading and Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve minutes as written passes. 

III. Officer Reports
A. President – Jennifer Boukidis
i) Jen welcomed the new 1L Representatives and Jennifer Schwarz.  The Board introduced themselves.
ii) Jen reported that the law school was hiring one new professor.  The faculty meeting she attended tried to decide where to a fulltime professor is needed the most.
iii) Jen informed the Board that she conducted an informational meeting with the 1L Representatives last week.
B. Vice President – Jeff Greenman was not present.
i) Jen reported that one person was taken off the 1L Representative Election ballot for campaigning, per SBA’s Bylaws.
C. Secretary – Shirley Kong had nothing new to report.
D. Treasurer – Adam Luetto

i) Adam reported on the Budget and provided the Board with a handout.  Changes necessary include changing the number of lockers sold from 206 to 234 and Back to School Night is $2,300 rather than $2,500 because Dave & Buster’s to reimburse SBA for the event.  Adam also informed the Board that we were out of red for the year.  

ii) Adam informed the Board that the deadline for organizations to submit their rosters has past and certain organizations were found to be inactive.  

iii) Adam to e-mail Kristina Wilkinson from Honor Council for their bylaws and application to become an organization as provided for under SBA’s Bylaws.  In the past, Honor Council hasn’t received funding of $500 like other organizations and are not recognized as an organization because the organization isn’t open to all students.  
iv) The Board decided to use $209.73 from unallocated funds raised the Peanut Butter and Jelly Fundraiser to Hurricane Katrina victims via Red Cross.  
E. Parliamentarian – Jennifer Weissburg

i) Jen W. reported that we need to reexamine the attendance policy in the bylaws, which will be discussed later. 
IV. Committee Chair Reports
A. Student Affairs – Daniel Josephson

i) Dan informed the Board what his committee oversees.  He also informed the Board that he will be reorganizing how his committee is set up and invited the Board to speak with him if interested. 
ii) Jen to speak with Joe Curtis regarding Academic Senate.

iii) Graduation Committee doesn’t fall within any specific category, but Event Affairs will be helping out with Graduation.  

B. Academic Affairs – Jennifer Bender 

i) Jen B. informed the Board of what her committee oversees.

ii) Jen B. reported that she spoke with Professor Kacer and that there is a daytime part-time program in response to the increase in class size of the 1L class.  

iii) Jen B. also spoke with Professor Kacer regarding re-ranking for employment purposes.  Professor Kacer suggested discussing re-ranking for employment purposes with the faculty.  

iv) Jen B. also discussed with Professor Kacer the Bar review kickoff in November, which will explain to 3Ls what the Bar review entails.  They discussed the possibility of some type of incentive system to boost interest, i.e. point system which can be used to get discount for other Bar prep programs.  
v) Jen B. announced that the First Deans Forum will be on October 25, 2005.  Jen B. will e-mail everyone for specific questions or topics for this event. 
C. Event Affairs – Constance Trinh was not present.
i) Jen B. reported that Connie is working on locations for the Barrister’s Ball and will be looking into the reimbursement from Dave & Buster’s.  
ii) Jen will ask Connie about a possible Halloween Party. 

D. ABA-LSD – Tom Pokladowski had nothing new to report.  
E. Webmaster – Vinod Doddamani
i) Vinod informed the Board that he was still in the process of transitioning with Jen W.  He is also working on posting the approved minutes on the SBA website. 
V. Unfinished Business 

A. Budget

i) The Board discussed the clubs that are currently inactive.  Adam amended the distributed budget and the Board approved the budget with the following corrections:  234 lockers instead of 206 lockers; and $11,500 rather than $15,000 allocated for student organizations; and the total to be $31,417.93.

ii) The Board decided, with two abstentions, to move the money allocated to LaRaza and Delta Theta Pi in previous years back to the SBA budget.
B. Re-ranking

i) Jen recapped the disciplinary issue from the summer.  Alex reported he spoke to Dean Howe regarding honor code violations alleged by other students.  2L’s were re-ranked by one rank for all purposes, including law review and scholarship.  Rhonda commended Alex for all the effort he put in.
VI. New Business 
A. 3L Vacancies
i) Jen informed the Board that there are three unfilled spots due to only six people running for the 3L Representative positions the previous year.  Jen W. informed the Board of the Bylaws, which states that President shall appoint a representative with the Board’s consent.  Jen to e-mail 3Ls and 4Ls informing them of open positions and to solicit interest.       
B. Attendance Policy
i) Dan informed the Board that there are two governing doctrines – the Constitution and Bylaws.  The Constitution states that if an executive board officer misses more than one meeting, that person cannot fully participate as an officer.  The Board discussed this policy.  The Board decided, with two oppositions and four abstentions, to create a bylaw that defines an absence for purposes of Article IV, Section 2, as any unexcused absence as determined by the majority of this Board.
ii) The Board decided that at the next meeting, Jeff must bring up his two absences and the Board must approve Jeff’s past two absences.
C. 1L Final Review Sessions
i) Rhonda explained that in previous years, 2Ls and 3Ls held sessions for 1Ls to prepare them for exams.  Jen B. to discuss organizing these review sessions with Rhonda. 
D. Meeting Times
i) The Board discussed rescheduling the meeting.  The Board decided not to reschedule.      
VII. Announcements 
A. Delegate Update
i) Rhonda informed the Board that she just returned from Chicago.  We received a non-voting position on the ABA Board.  Membership is up for the year.  ABA’s Membership and Marketing Division looking to change the way they advertise the ABA.  ABA to become more interactive with local SBAs.  The Fall Roundtable will be on October 14-15, 2005 at Loyola Law School.  Students do not have to attend both days.
B. Next meeting, October 9, 2005 at 10 am in Room 378.
VIII. Executive Session
A. Entered at 12:10 pm.
B. Ended at 12:25 pm.
C. The Board decided to have the retreat on October 9, 2005.  
D. The Board also decided to hold the next meeting at 10 am on October 9, 2005 in Room 378. 
E. The Board also decided to have Bar Review this Thursday, September 29, 2005 at J.T. Schmidts in honor of the students from Tulane and Loyola.  Rhonda to e-mail the students from Tulane and Loyola.   

IX. Adjournment:  
A. Meeting adjourned at 12:25 pm.
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