Chapman University School of Law Student Bar Association

Unofficial Minutes: November 21, 2004 at 5:00 p.m.

Room 378; Kennedy Hall 

Present: James Hafstrom, Jennifer Weissburg, Nadine Sayegh, Daniel Josephson, Marvin Adviento, Bryan Johnson, Rhonda Wilson, Heather Reitz, Amy Oakden, Cris De La Cruz, Stephanie Mullen, Chrissy Henderson, Adam Luetto, Constance Trinh, Flint Stebbins, Jennifer Boukidis, Ben Phillips, Erika Drake, Rachel Pickens, Jeremy Roach, Merit Mikhail, Lani Goodman, Shirley Kong, Gregory Newman, Alex Kugelman

Absent: Saul Wolf, Kenny Schwarz, Bonnie Bennett

1) Call to Order 

a) Mr. Hafstrom calls the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m.
2) Reading and Approval of Minutes. 

a) Nadine moves to approve the minutes
b) Greg seconds
c) Jen: changes (f)(14) and (f)(17) and will send the verbiage via email to Saul
d) Vote:
i) 18-0-1
e) Motion passes
3) Guest Speakers:
a) Jeff Peterson from Animal Law Society

b) Caleb Langsdale from Land Resources

c) Presented regarding Howard Lieman; that they would like to come speak in early February and would like SBA to co-sponsor the event.  

i) He was on Oprah and was involved in a lawsuit in which he and Oprah were sued.  

ii) He is a cattle rancher

d) First Animal Law class will be taught at Chapman next semester

e) He needs an honorarium of $1000, transportation from Virginia 

f) They want to provide food at the event

g) Think that the event will cost just under $2000

h) May be undergraduate involvement

i) Want SBA to pay for the event

j) No money will be received from the Animal Legal Defense Fund

k) Jen mentioned that Animal Law Society has $250 left in their budget and Land Resources has $372 left in their budget.  Also, we have $500 allocated in our budget for co-sponsored events but this is more of a special event than a co-sponsored event.

l) Erika moves to modify the agenda

m) Rhonda seconds.

n) Rhonda moves to approve up to $2000 for the event.

o) Jeremy seconds.

p) Erika: concerned about attendance

q) Chrissy: says promotion is important

r) Greg: wonders if there is a business plan in place

s) Steph: sounds like a good idea but need promotion

t) Rhonda: says get with undergraduate school to find out who is supposed to publicize; clarifies motion was up to $2000 in case other money comes in

u) Marvin: concerned about attendance

v) Dan: wants language in motion to say we will look for funding from other sources; supports the idea

w) Jen: wants it to come out of the unallocated funds

x) Motion now reads: move to expend no more than $2000 from unallocated funds and to seek additional funding sources for same

y) Shirley: will this be an SBA sponsored event?

z) James: yes

aa) Rhonda: calls the question.

ab) Vote:

ac) 17-0-2

ad) Motion passes.

4) Officer Reports:

a) James’ Report:

i) Email went out about the summer program with Eastman and there will be an informational meeting in January

ii) Service for T.J. Van Reusen last week

iii) Bar results are in: Statewide 48% pass rate and 1st time takers 62% pass rate

iv) Jen: the school wants James to promote the Durham program and she doesn’t think that it is under James’ purview

b) Kenny’s Report: (absent)

c) Saul’s Report: (absent)

d) Jen’s Report:

i) Spoke to Clark about lockers

ii) Space planning: moving tax clinic downstairs

iii) Grad council meeting: she attended

iv) $1000 check issued for the Barristers ball the Jen didn’t authorize

v) Webmaster report: updated minutes; Web Advisor went well for registration

vi) Lani: wants to know why the check was changed from $500 to $1000

vii) Jen: doesn’t know

viii) Nadine: who approved the check?  What is the process?

ix) Erika: Jeff needs two weeks notices if not we need to get a handwritten check which costs an extra $10

x) Lani: there was no $10 fee because she got an extension 

xi) James: says he approved the check because there was no elected treasurer

xii) Nadine: there were other e-board members and no one asked

xiii) Dan: do either the new or old by-laws speak to the issue?

xiv) Jen: Not in the old ones

xv) Rhonda: it was in the ones in the previous years and the new changes

xvi) Rhonda moves: until the new bylaws are passed the treasurer will be the person to request checks and to be signed by two executive board members

xvii) Jen seconds

xviii) Dan: is it okay with the constitution

xix) Nadine: yes

xx) Jen: says she will make a new check request form

xxi) Vote: 

(1) 18-0-1

(2) Motion passes

xxii) James: asks Jen to share with the board current financial standings

xxiii) Jen: has a printout 

xxiv) Erika: wants an explanation of how we want budget to work

e) Nadine’s Report:

i) By-law committee will be attempting to meet over break

ii) Regarding Saul’s absence the executive board discussed and checked with the Constitution how to deal with the fact that this is Saul’s second absence.  Constitution says that all executive board members can only have one absence but the section is unclear on whether or not absences can be excused or unexcused.  E-board decided that in situations such as these where there is more than one absence the executive board will decide if the absence will be considered excused or unexcused and the board will then either approve or disapprove of the executive board’s decision

iii) Rhonda moves to approve the e-board’s decisions to accept Saul’s absence as excused

iv) Motion is seconded

v) Vote:

(1) 17-0-2

vi) Motion passes

f) Dan’s report:

i) Outline banks: wants to pull the banks together and utilize them; APALSA and PDP have them

ii) Vending machines: more water has been added but the coffee machine still has not been fixed

iii) LEAD group: to represent graduate students but not usurp the authority of any group

iv) Stallworth: Dean Howe doesn’t handle situations well with no answer to students regarding the contracts class and grading

v) Elder Law Clinic: will be functional in mid-December and will be up and running in January

g) Marvin’s Report:

5) Will work with Dean Howe about the Stallworth issue

6) Working on the curve issue on transcripts

7) Heather: wants Marvin to make sure the Stallworth issue doesn’t turn into the Professor Weiss situation

8) Nadine: Dean Howe is mean and unapproachable and SBA should say something.

9) Jen: thinks discussion with Dean Howe should happen

a) Lani’s Report:

i) Barrister’s Ball: decided to merge with the alumni

ii) Needs contacts for a location for the graduation banquet

iii) Rehnquist is out as the graduation speaker

iv) Professor Bogart suggested Dan Glickman as a speaker

v) Wants more speaker ideas

vi) More information coming later

vii) Nadine: no action should have been taken to merge the ball before the Board was made aware

viii) Merit: wants to know if it is buffet style

ix) Jen: wants to know about open bar

x) Dan moved to endorse event as already decided by the Ball committee

xi) Seconded by Jeremy.

xii) Lani: Not sure why we need the vote

xiii) Jen: wants to address the change in the event

xiv) Rhonda: calls the question.

xv) Vote:

(1) 17-1-1

xvi) Motion passes.

xvii) Dan: what size place is needed

xviii) Lani: 400 people

10) Unfinished Business:

a) Spring Meetings: January 9th first meeting; no retreat

b) Organizations:  

i) Republican group; 

(1) Motion to approve by Dan; 

(2) Seconded by Jen; 

(3) Vote 

(a) 15-3-1; 

(4) Motion passes; 

ii) American Constitution; 

(1) Motion to approve by Erika; 

(2) Seconded by Greg; V

(3) Vote 

(a) 16-0-3; 

(4) Motion passes

11) New Business:

a) MLSA and PILF need more money because they have exhausted their funds. 

i) Dan: where does the $500 figure come from

ii) James: we can give them anything

iii) Erika: concerned that they’ve been told they can spend and be replenished

iv) Merit moves to approve $1000—$500 to each

v) Jeremy seconds.

vi) Nadine: can’t go back on our word to the clubs now that they have been told that they will be getting more money

vii) Rhonda: wants a smaller approval amount; wants to know how the money has been spent; wants a clarification on what was said at the President’s Roundtable to the organizations

viii) Erika: wants the organizations to be more fiscally responsible

ix) Jen: MLSA has $132 left in their account; PILF spent most of their money on Baja Fresh

x) James: stating that there will be carryover; SBA money is not being frivolously 

xi) Dan: wants motion to be revised to $250 per club

xii) Merit: these clubs are some of the more active clubs

xiii) Nadine: two different opinions either we look at what they spend or we don’t 

xiv) Erika: told they get more money but not necessarily $500

xv) Rhonda: is there a limit to how many times they can come for more money?

xvi) James: no, but this is just their first time not their fifth time

xvii) Merit: withdraws her motion.

xviii) Dan moves to authorize $300 for each group

xix) Greg seconds

xx) Rhonda: wants to add to the motion that it be a one-time per semester deal

xxi) Nadine: why do we have to allocate them the money now and not at the beginning of next semester

xxii) James: urging as the President of SBA to vote in favor of the motion

xxiii) Nadine: did they tell you why they wanted it done now because we need to get our acts together before we decided what to do

xxiv) Dan: says to do it now so they can plan for next semester

xxv) Jen: money is for reimbursements

xxvi) Vote: 

(1) 13-2-4

xxvii) Motion passes.

b) Faculty committee vacancy and 2L Board vacancy elections:

i) Heather: wants to note that the vacant board representative is from “A” track and should be filled from that track.

ii) Voting:

(1) 2L board rep: Flint Stebbins

c) Faculty committee: 

i) Erika Drake and Dan Josephson voted as representatives. 

12) Executive Session:

a) Board moves into Executive Session at 6:45 pm.

b) Board moves out of Executive Session at 6:55 pm.

13) Adjournment:

a) Rhonda: moves to adjourn.

b) Nadine: seconds.

c) Vote:

i) 18-0-1.

d) Motion passes. 

