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Executive Summary 
The Chapman University 2014 Water and Landscaping Audit was conducted in spring 2014. Five 
areas were examined. The authors provided historical overviews, conducted assessments of current 
practices, identified opportunities for improvement, and made focused recommendations. The 
following are summaries of the five chapters included in this report. 
 
Academic Buildings  
 
Academic buildings utilize increasingly expensive and limited resources, one of which is water. To 
address consumption during California drought conditions, it is important to look at all uses of water, 
including fixtures, HVAC, and near-building landscape. Recommendations include: 
 

• Raising the thermostat temperatures of academic buildings by 2-3 degrees during warm 
months to save on water and costs associated with air conditioning. 

• Replacing Chapman’s main campus manual sprinkler system with an automated weather-
based system. 

 
 
Residential Buildings  
 
As Chapman University’s student population continues to grow, residential buildings play an 
increasing role in resource consumption. Residential buildings consume approximately 50% of 
Chapman’s total water use on campus. As one of its largest users of water, it is in Chapman’s best 
interest to reduce water consumption in these buildings. Recommendations to encourage this 
reduction include: 
 

• Installing shower timers to help residential students be more aware of the time spent in 
showers. 

• Installing water meters in necessary areas to better understand water usage. 
 
 
New Construction  
 
Chapman has numerous projects in various stages of the construction process. To reduce water use, 
material waste, and utility costs in new buildings, sustainable measures need to be implemented and 
Chapman must be aware of decisions made throughout the construction process. Recommendations 
to accomplish this include: 
 

• Maintaining a commitment to using the most sustainably manufactured and transported 
cement distributor for all future projects. 

• Developing and requiring a campus based LEED-equivalent rating system that includes the 
installment of green landscaping practices for all future projects. 
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Water Features  
 
There are many different water features on the Chapman campus that serve practical and aesthetic 
purposes. Not all features are monitored closely or consistently, allowing for potential waste in areas 
that could be made more efficient. A few initiatives have been adopted to increase water efficiency 
and sustainability, but more can be done, including: 
 

• Using the Zee Allred Aquatics Pool’s pool cover every night during the fall and winter seasons, 
with the exception of days when the ambient temperature is higher than 79°F.    

• Banning the sale of plastic water bottles on campus, replacing with reusable water bottles 
supported by an adequate number of refilling stations. 

 
 
Landscaping Alternatives  
 
Landscaping plays an integral role in creating an attractive and positive learning environment at 
Chapman University, but its costs are subject to California drought conditions and the rising scarcity 
of water. Cost-effective and water-saving alternatives have been identified to create more sustainable 
landscaping on the Chapman campus, including: 
 

• Reducing seasonal flower replacement from four times a year to three. 
• Revising the Recommended Plant Palette so that 50% or more of its recommended species 

are California native/drought resistant. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


