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Deadline: October 7, 2015 

2015 International Humanitarian Law (IHL) Student Writing Competition 

American University Washington College of Law Center for Human Rights & Humanitarian Law (Center), 

the American Society of International Law’s Lieber Society (ASIL), and the American Red Cross 

International Humanitarian Law team are pleased to announce the International Humanitarian Law (IHL) 

Student Writing Competition. The Competition seeks submissions of academic papers on the topic of 

international humanitarian law (IHL) from students currently enrolled in a law degree program in the 

United States or abroad. The purpose of the Competition is to enhance scholarship and deepen 

understanding among students in this important area of international law. 

The theme of the 2015 Competition is “The Intersection of International Humanitarian Law and Gender.” 

Papers should focus on ways in which IHL intersects with gender issues, such as the role of women as 

combatants, the gendered use of sexual violence during times of armed conflict, the impact of  gender 

stereotyping on international humanitarian law, etc. 

This Competition is part of a multi-pronged initiative to expand and support the teaching and study of IHL 

among both students and professors in which both the Center and ASIL have been deeply involved. In 

2007, the Center published a study with the International Committee of the Red Cross on Teaching 

International Humanitarian Law in US Law Schools. The study identified a growing need for resources to 

support and expand the teaching of IHL among law faculty, but also a desire to support the interest of 

students in learning about IHL. The IHL Student Writing Competition promotes and supports student 

interest and deepening scholarship in IHL by providing students with a tangible way to become more 

directly involved in the global discourse around IHL. 

ELIGIBILITY AND REQUIREMENTS: 

Students must be currently enrolled in a law degree program at a U.S. or foreign law school as of the 

submission deadline. 

Students must choose a legal topic related to this year's theme, "The Intersection of International 

Humanitarian Law and Gender." Papers without a direct focus on this theme will not be reviewed. 

Submissions must be unpublished papers written solely by the candidate in English. 

DEADLINE AND METHOD OF SUBMISSION: 

The deadline for submissions is Wednesday, October 7, 2015 by 12:00 PM (NOON) Eastern Standard 

Time (EST). 

Papers should be submitted via email to TeachingIHL@wcl.american.edu as Microsoft Word 

attachments. Each person submitting a paper must also fill out and submit a Submission Form 

(click here to download) and Confirmation of Enrollment (click here to download). Students experiencing 

https://www.wcl.american.edu/humright/center/2015ihlstudentwritingcompetition.cfm
http://www.asil.org/law-armed-conflict-and-international-security
http://www.redcross.org/rulesofwar/meet-the-team
http://www.redcross.org/rulesofwar/meet-the-team
https://www.wcl.american.edu/humright/center/documents/IHLSurveyReport.pdf
mailto:TeachingIHL@wcl.american.edu
https://www.wcl.american.edu/humright/center/documents/IHLSWCSubmissionForm.pdf
https://www.wcl.american.edu/humright/center/documents/IHLSWCConfirmationofEnrollmentForm.pdf


difficulty using these forms should email questions to TeachingIHL@wcl.american.edu.    

  

 

Deadline: November 13, 2015 

2015 ASECA Securities Law Writing Competition 

The American College of Consumer Financial Services Lawyers is a nonprofit association of attorneys 

who have made significant contributions to consumer financial services law over an extended period of 

time. Its member include academics, present and former federal and state regulatory and enforcement 

officers, authors in the field, private practitioners, counsel of financial institutions and other service 

providers, and representatives of consumer protection and advocacy organizations. Each year The 

American College of Consumer Financial Services Lawyers seeks to recognize written contributions to 

the field of consumer financial services law.  

ELIBILITY AND TOPIC: 

Students must be enrolled at any accredited law school in the United States for the 2014 fall semester. 

Unpublished papers, papers published in any law journal or other publication during calendar year 2015, 

and papers scheduled for publication in 2015 or 2016 are eligible for submission.  Co-authored papers 

are not eligible. Eligible entries must discuss any subject in the field of securities law.  

JUDGING AND AWARDS: 

Papers will be screened by a panel of judges consisting of securities practitioners and law professors. 

The best papers will be submitted to the Board of Directors of ASECA, which will choose the award 

winners.  

Three prizes will be awarded at ASECA’s annual dinner on Friday, February 19, 2016 in Washington, DC: 

$5,000 for first place, $3,000 for second place, and $2,000 for third place, Award winners will be invited to 

the dinner, which is attended by SEC Commissioners and many SEC senior staff members. The first 

place winner will be reimbursed up to $1,000 in travel and lodging expenses.  

DEADLINE AND METHOD OF SUBMISSION: 

Two copies of each submission should be sent to: ASECA, P.O. Box 5767, Washington, DC 20016, and 

must be received by ASECA no later than November 13, 2015. E-mail submissions will not be accepted.  

 

Deadline: December 1, 2015 

2016 ACCFSL Writing Competition 

The American College of Consumer Financial Services Lawyers is a nonprofit association of attorneys 

who have made significant contributions to consumer financial services law over an extended period of 

time. Its member include academics, present and former federal and state regulatory and enforcement 

officers, authors in the field, private practitioners, counsel of financial institutions and other service 

providers, and representatives of consumer protection and advocacy organizations. Each year The 

American College of Consumer Financial Services Lawyers seeks to recognize written contributions to 

the field of consumer financial services law.  

mailto:TeachingIHL@wcl.american.edu


ELIBILITY AND TOPIC: 

Eligible entries must discuss some aspect of consumer financial services law. Topics that relate 

principally to securities regulation, insurance, or the safety and soundness aspects of banking regulation 

are not eligible, but works on subjects within these (or other) areas will be considered if they bear directly 

on consumer financial services. 

JUDGING AND AWARDS: 

The awards include a cash payment ($2,500 for books, $2,000 for articles, reviews, or book chapters; and 

$1,000 for student work), a certificate or other token of recognition, and travel expenses to attend the 

College's annual dinner held in conjunction with the Spring Meeting of the Business Law Section of the 

American Bar Association. 

DEADLINE AND METHOD OF SUBMISSION: 

The deadline for entry is December 1, 2015, and entries are eligible if they have been written or published 

within the twelve months preceding that date. Unpublished manuscripts should be double-spaced and 

conform to law review standards. All entries should be submitted in electronic format. 

Entries for the 2016 competition should be submitted via email to: 

Therese G. Franzén, Esquire 

Writing Competition Chair 

Franzén and Salzano, PC 

40 Technology Parkway South 

Suite 202 

Norcross, GA 30092-2906 

Tel 770-248-2882 

Fax 770-248-2883 

Please email Therese G. Franzén and Adrian White 

 

Deadline: January 4, 2016 

Mollie and Paul Hill Student Writing Competition in Medical-Legal 

Interprofessional Collaboration 

In 2016, the Florida State University Center for Innovative Collaboration in Medicine and Law, based in 

both the FSU College of Medicine and the FSU College of Law, will present awards for the outstanding 

original papers submitted by a law student and a medical student or medical resident in response to a 

question pertaining to collaboration between the medical and legal professions. This writing competition is 

made possible by a generous gift from Mollie and Paul Hill. 

The contest question for this competition is as stated below: 

In recent years, Ebola and other infectious diseases, natural disasters, threatened acts of bioterrorism, 

the rise of obesity and obesity-related ailments, the recreational use of tobacco and drugs, and other 

actual or potential developments have threatened the health of the public in the United States and 

elsewhere. Successfully preparing for and effectively addressing these and other public health dangers 

will require use of an array of tools involving expertise and experience possessed and practiced by 

mailto:tfranzen@franzen-salzano.com?Subject=ACCFSL%202016%20Writing%20Competition
mailto:awhite@franzen-salzano.com?Subject=ACCFSL%202016%20Writing%20Competition


medical and legal professionals. Discuss some of the ways in which medical and other health care 

professionals can work innovatively and collaboratively with members of the legal profession in the next 

few years to jointly protect and promote public health in the U.S. and beyond in the face of actual and 

potential challenges, while also respecting individual and institutional personal and property rights. 

ELIGIBILITY AND REQUIREMENTS: 

All authors must be enrolled, at the time of paper submission, in an accredited law school or medical 

school (M.D. or D.O.) or participating in an accredited medical residency program in the United States. No 

paper that has been previously published in any form will be considered; however, papers written for 

course credit are allowed as long as they have not been published. An applicant may submit a paper for 

publication consideration after the winner of this writing competition has been announced. The submitted 

paper must be responsive to the 2016 Contest Question. Each submitted paper must be the original work 

of a single author. 

The length of the paper must be between 1,200 and 5,000 words. The word count applies to the total 

paper, including title page, body, footnotes, figures, and tables (if any). No abstract is required. All 

references should be in the form of footnotes, using either Blue Book or APA style. All papers are to be 

submitted in Word document format, using 12 point Times New Roman font for all text, including 

footnotes. The body of papers must be double-spaced and footnotes should be single-spaced. All text 

must have one inch margins. All pages must be numbered. The first page must be the cover page, which 

must include: the author’s name, full contact information, and school or residency program, as well as the 

final word count obtained from Word and a disclosure of any conflict of interest affecting the author 

concerning the subject matter of the paper. At the top of the first page of text, only the title of the paper 

should appear. If the author wishes to acknowledge an individual or institution, this may be done only on 

the cover page. 

JUDGING:  

All papers will be judged by a committee of national experts on medical-legal collaboration, appointed by 

the Center for Innovative Collaboration in Medicine and Law, in a blinded review process. The decision of 

the judges is final. 

Prizes will not be awarded if the competition judges determine that no entry in a particular year meets the 

appropriate standards. 

Papers will be judged according to the following criteria: responsiveness to the competition question, 

originality and thoughtfulness, quality of analysis, quality of writing, citation of authority supporting 

arguments 

AWARDS: 

Two awards will be given. An outstanding paper by a law student will be awarded $250 and an 

outstanding paper by a medical student or medical resident will be awarded $250. 

DEADLINE AND METHOD OF SUBMISSION: 

All papers must be submitted in the proper format by midnight (EST) on January 4, 2016. Papers must be 

submitted electronically to marshall.kapp@med.fsu.edu. Direct questions to: 

mailto:marshall.kapp@med.fsu.edu


Mollie and Paul Hill Student Writing Competition, Florida State University Center for Innovative 

Collaboration in Medicine and Law, 1115 W. Call Street, Tallahassee, FL 32306-4300 

Phone: 850-645-9473 Web: http://med.fsu.edu/medlaw 

Email: marshall.kapp@med.fsu.edu 

Winners will be announced on or before April 1, 2016. 

 

Deadline: January 15, 2016 

Jameson Crane III Disability and the Law Writing Competition 

Thomas Jefferson School of law is pleased to announce the second Jameson Crane III Disability and the 

Law Writing Competition. Made possible by the generous gift of Thomas Jefferson School of Law 

alumnus Jameson Crane III, the Crane Writing Competition seeks to encourage outstanding student 

scholarship at the intersection of law and medicine, or law and the social sciences. The competition 

promotes an understanding of these topics, furthers the development of legal rights and protections, and 

improves the lives of those with disabilities. 

ELIGIBILITY: 

The competition is open to currently enrolled law students, medical students, and doctoral candidates in 

related fields who attend an accredited graduate program of study in the United States.  

TOPIC: 

Submitted papers may be on any topic relating to disability law, including legal issues arising with respect 

to employment, government services and programs, public accommodations, education, higher 

education, housing, and health care. 

JUDGING: 

Submissions will be judged anonymously by an independent panel of experts. The winner of the 

competition will receive a $1,500 cash prize and the Thomas Jefferson Law Review (TJLR) will consider 

the paper for publication under the TJLR’s editorial standards. Two second place winners will each 

receive a $1,000 cash prize.  Preference for these additional winners will be given to submissions from 

disciplines not represented by the grand prize winner. 

DEADLINE: 

All submissions must be submitted electronically to: cranewritingcompetition@tjsl.edu. All entries must be 

received by midnight, Pacific Standard Time, January 15, 2016. Winning submissions will be announced 

by April 15, 2016.    

For further details, please consult the competition webpage: http://www.tjsl.edu/cranewritingcompetition. 

Please distribute this information broadly so that we may reach as many eligible students as possible. 

Questions may be directed to Professor Susan Bisom-Rapp, who will be coordinating the competition: 

susanb@tjsl.edu.  

 

mailto:cranewritingcompetition@tjsl.edu
http://www.tjsl.edu/cranewritingcompetition
mailto:susanb@tjsl.edu


Deadline: January 15, 2016 

Law Student Writing Competition 2015 

This is a writing competition hosted by the Pacific Legal Foundation. The topics for this writing 

competition are as stated below:  

1. In Parents Involved in Cmty. Sch. v. Seattle Sch. Dist. No. 1, 551 U.S. 701, 748 (2007), Chief Justice 

Roberts wrote that “the way to stop discrimination on the basis of race is to stop discriminating on the 

basis of race.” Others believe that past racial discrimination has created drastic inequalities that require 

positive efforts to equalize society. How can the government best remedy the effects of past 

discrimination in education, housing, and hiring, without discriminating anew? 

2. Recently, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Environmental Protection Agency finalized a new rule 

to define the scope of the Clean Water Act. Supporters argue that the new rule provides needed clarity 

about what properties are subject to the Act’s restrictions. Opponents argue that the new rule radically 

expands the scope of the federal government’s authority in violation of the statute and the Constitution 

and threatens to subject every pond, ditch, and puddle to federal control. Analyze (at least) one of the 

arguments for or against the rule. 

3. In recent years, the “sharing economy”—businesses like Uber and Airbnb that allow people to share 

rides or rent out spare rooms in their homes—has given rise to a new style of entrepreneurship. Along 

with that opportunity has come challenges, as government regulators seek to limit or shut down these 

enterprises. What are some of the major problems that law poses to sharing economy entrepreneurs and 

how should legislatures and courts deal with them? 

ELIGIBILITY AND REQUIREMENTS: 

Submissions must be original works of publishable quality written by a student currently enrolled full- or 

part-time in a law school in the United States.  All submissions must comply with the Harvard Law Review 

Association’s Bluebook Uniform System of Citation (19th ed.). There is no page limit for entries, although, 

as an informal guide, a word count of between 8,000 to 14,000 words is suggested. 

JUDGING:  

Articles will be judged by a panel of PLF staff and principal attorneys. 

 A winning article will be: 

• Adequately researched and properly supported by citations. 

• Effectively organized and articulately written. 

• Thorough, with a minimum of digression, but with potential counterarguments addressed. 

• Persuasive, original, and rigorous. 

AWARDS: 



The first place winner will receive a $3,000 cash prize.  The second place winner will receive a $2,000 

cash prize and the third place winner will receive a $1,000 cash prize. The Program for Judicial 

Awareness will work with the first place winner to find a law journal to publish the winning article. The 

winner will also be recognized at the Annual Pacific Legal Foundation Gala.  PLF will pay for the winner’s 

reasonable travel costs to attend the gala. 

DEADLINE AND METHOD OF SUBMISSION: 

Articles must be received by 5:00 p.m. (PST) on January 15, 2016.   

Articles must be submitted, by email, in both Microsoft Word and PDF formats in Times New Roman 12-

point font, double-spaced.  Citations should be included in footnotes.  Articles may include headings and 

subheadings.   

Please email articles to PJA@pacificlegal.org.  You will be notified via email when your submission is 

received. 

The winner will be notified by March 15, 2016. 


